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What is Christianity?
Christianity is a personal relationship with Jesus; it is following Jesus His way. A person
becomes a Christian when they make the decision to trust and commit their lives to Jesus
as Savior and Lord of their lives. This decision occurs when a person understands that
their sins have separated them from God, and that they are powerless to do anything
about it. They understand and trust that God sent His one and only Son Jesus to fix our
sin and separation problem by dying in our place on the cross to pay the penalty for our
sins, and because of this, they turn from their old way of living (independent, selfish,
rebellious, sinful) and follow Jesus (commit to living God’s way). This is known as the
Gospel. The Gospel means “good news” and the good news is that God Offers Salvation
Providing Eternal Life. (acrostic).

What is the Gospel?
The Gospel is the good news that God Offers Salvation Providing Eternal Life. This
good news is good news because it is the solution to the bad news, which is that we are
born separated from God, and are powerless to do anything about it. The Bible tells us
that our sins have separated us from God (Romans 6:23) and God fixed out separation
problem through His one and only Son Jesus. Look at the 4 parts of the Gospel for the
full story.
4 Parts of the Gospel:
1. God loves you, He created you, and He has a divine plan for your life.
God’s Love
The Bible says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
The word believes means to place trust in (commit), as in to trust in and commit one’s life to Jesus.
God’s Plan
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The Bible says, “Jesus said: I came that they may have life, and might have it abundantly” [that it
may be full and meaningful] (John 10:10)
Why is it that most people are not living the abundant life?
Because…

2. Man is sinful and separated from God. Therefore, we cannot know and
experience God’s love and plan for our lives.
The Bible says “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
The Bible says “The wages of sin is death.” [separation from God] (Romans 6:23).
God is Holy, which means that He is perfect, and therefore does not allow sin in heaven.
Based on Romans 3:23 and 6:23, we have a problem.

3. God solved that problem through His Son, Jesus. Through Him we can know
and experience God’s love and plan for our lives.
The Bible says, “God demonstrated His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
The Bible says, “…we have redemption through His (Jesus) blood, the forgiveness of sins.”
(Ephesians 1:7a)
The Bible Says: “Christ died for our sins… He was buried… He was raised on the third day,
according to the Scriptures… He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to
more than five hundred…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-6)
Jesus is the Only Way to God
The Bible says, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father but through me.” (John 14:6)
The Bible says: “Salvation is found in no one else (Jesus), for there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)
Salvation/Heaven is a Gift
The Bible says, “By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is a gift
of God; not as a result of works that no one should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)
Grace (God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense) - Receiving what we don’t deserve (Heaven).

2

We Receive Christ Through Faith = (Forsaking All I Trust Him)

4. We must individually receive Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord; then we can
know and experience God’s love and plan for our lives.
The Bible says, “As many as receive Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God…”
(John 1:12)
We receive Christ by turning from sin and self, turning to God (a.k.a. repentance), and
personally inviting Christ to come into our lives as Savior and Lord.
Lord (Allowing Jesus to have full control over one’s life)
The Bible says, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God
has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
The Bible says, “But unless you repent, you shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3b)
The Bible says, [Christ speaking] “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, I will come into him.”
(Revelation 3:20)

Salvation in a nutshell: Salvation is all about surrender – surrendering our life for
Jesus’ life. He gave His life for us; therefore we are to give our lives to Him. We are
surrendering our choice to live our way and we are choosing to live His way. It’s all
about commitment – committing our lives to Jesus as Savior and Lord.

Here’s what the Bible says:
Gal. 2:20
20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself
for me.
Rom. 12:1-2
12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do
not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good,
pleasing and perfect will.
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Rom. 6:13
13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather
offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer
the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.
Rom. 6:16
16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves,
you are slaves to the one whom you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, which leads
to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?
Rom. 6:19
19 I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you
used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing
wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.
1 Cor. 6:19-20
19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom
you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your body.
2 Cor. 5:15
15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for
him who died for them and was raised again.
1 Peter 4:1-2
1Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same
attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. 2 As a result, he does
not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.

Are You A Follower of Jesus?
Have you trusted and committed your life to Jesus as Savior and Lord?
If not, why not? As the Scripture says: …I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is
the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2). Make life’s most important decision now.
As I mentioned previously, being a Christian is a commitment, a lifelong commitment
with current and eternal rewards. Becoming a follower of Jesus (Christian) is like
marriage in that you come before God and commit your life to Jesus. Here’s how it’s
done: Talk with God – admit that you are a sinner, acknowledging that your sins have
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separated you from Him. Communicate that you believe that Jesus died on the Cross to
pay the penalty of sins so you could be forgiven and reconciled to God. Commit your life
to following Jesus His way as the Master of your life.
If you have made that decision and commitment then you have crossed from death
(separation) to life (reconciliation) and have become a child of God (John 1:12).

Important Things to Know
As a follower of Jesus there are some important truths we need
to understand:
1. Following Jesus is a lifetime journey where you grow from infancy to maturity as you
grow in your relationship with Jesus and experience this new life (Acts 5:20;
Romans 6:4).
2. God’s Spirit has come to live in you to help you on this journey. Here are a few truths
the Bible tells us about the Holy Spirit:
1 Cor. 12:12-14
12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that
we may understand what God has freely given us. 13 For we were all baptized by
one Spirit into one body — whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free — and we were
all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the
things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.
Eph. 1:13-14
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are God's possession — to the praise of his glory.
John 14:15-17
15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of
truth.
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John 14:25-26
26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
Rom. 8:9-14
9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does
not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin,
yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 12
Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation — but it is not to the sinful nature, to
live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die;
but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14
because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
Rom. 8:26
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express.
Acts 1:8
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth."
As you can see, the Holy Spirit has many names – The Spirit, The Spirit of God, the
Spirit of Christ, Counselor, the Spirit of Truth, and they are all referring to the Holy
Spirit (3rd person of the Trinity). Learning how the Holy Spirit works in your life is just
one of many things you will learn as you grow in your relationship with Jesus. For now, I
want you to understand the reality that God’s Spirit lives in you to help you live the life
God created you to live. As you read and study God’s Word (Bible) ask the Holy Spirit to
guide you in understanding what you are reading. For, it is the Spirit of God who guided
the men who wrote the Word of God (2 Peter 1:20-21), and it is this same Spirit that will
help you understand God’s Word (1 Cor. 2:14).
2 Peter 1:20-21
20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by
the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
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1 Cor. 2:14
14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because
they are spiritually discerned.
3. The Bible (specific revelation) is our main resource for knowing God. The second
resource is resource is creation (general revelation), and the third resource is Jesus
Himself (specific), who is God in flesh who came to earth to reveal who God is (John
1:1-3, 14; 10:30-33; 14:9). Therefore, it is vital that you allow God to speak to you
daily from His Word. The Bible is spiritual food, and as such, we need to feed from
God’s Word to grow strong and mature (1 Peter 2:2). It is how God
transforms us into who He created us to be (Romans 12:1-2).
4. Prayer. Pray is simply talking to God. Healthy relationships involve continual two
way communications. This is also true of our relationship with God. As I mentioned
He speaks to us through His Word and by His Spirit, and we speak to God in prayer.
The Bible tells us to pray continuously (1 Thess. 5:17). As you will learn, God’s Word
and prayer are our greatest resources in living the life God created us to live.
As I previously mention the Bible is one of the greatest resources God gave us in
knowing Him. The Bible is known as special or specific revelation because is specifically
reveals who God is, what God has done and is going to do. In contrast, creation is known
as general revelation because we can generally know God through His creation. From
creation we can know that the Creator is really smart, powerful, and creative, but it is
only through the Bible and the Son of God, Jesus that we can know specific things about
God. Therefore, it is very important to know what the Bible is and understand how it is
put together. Let’s begin.

Overview of the Bible

Un-Daunting the Bible

The word Bible comes from the word Biblia which means books.
The Bible is known as the Word of God because it claims to be, and the writers believed
they were directed by God as they wrote.

There are two main divisions of the Bible: The Old Testament and New
Testament.
The word testament means covenant or agreement. The Old Testament is the account of a
nation; the New Testament is the account of a man.
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The Old Testament contains 39 books that are divided into 3 categories:
historical, poetical, and prophetical books
17 Historical Books: 11 Primary books and 6 Secondary or Supplemental Books. The 11 primary books
record the chronological history of the Hebrew nation which is also known as the nation of Israel. The 6
secondary books supplement to the history covered in the 11 primary books of the Old Testament.
5 Poetical Books: Four of the five poetical books (all but Job1) were written during the United Kingdom
Era which is known as Israel’s golden era because they were experiencing the fulfillment of God’s
promise to Abram (also known as Abraham) to make his descendents a great nation. The 5 Poetry books
(Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon) are classified as poetry because they contain
the essential formal characteristic of Hebrew poetry which is parallelism. “This is a construction in
which the content of one line is repeated, contrasted, or advanced by the content of the next-a type of
sense rhythm characterized by thought arrangement rather than by word arrangement or rhyme. The
three main types of parallelism in biblical poetry are synonymous, antithetic, and synthetic2.”
17 Prophetic-Historical Books: Where written to the nation of Israel during the Divided Kingdom Era
to warn them to turn back to God or they would be taken into captivity. These books can be further
divided into 3 categories: 12 Pre-Exile books, 2 Exile books, and 3 Post-Exile books. Pre-Exile simply
means before they were taken into captivity, Exile means they were in captivity, and post-exile refers to
after they were released from captivity.

11 Primary

6 Secondary

Pre Exile

1
2

Exile

Post

Job is believed to have been written during the Patriarchal Era around the time of Abram.
Poetry - from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers.
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Exile

The Old Testament comprises of 8 Time Periods or Eras– 3,607 Years of His-story
(God’s Story)
The dates used for the 14 Time Periods of the Bible are one man’s calculations from information in the
Bible and are fallible (open to error), only the Word of God is infallible (without error).

9 Old Testament Periods of Time3
[Dates based on Bishop James Ussher calculations in his classic survey of world history – The Annals of the World – see Old
Testament Timeline for information on James Ussher.] {A.M. (Anno Mundi) means “Year after Creation” and counts
forward from creation, while B.C. means the time “before Christ” and counts back from the time of Jesus.}

1. Pre-Patriarchal Era4 (Genesis 1-11)
Creation - the creation of all things,
Fall - the corruption of all things,
Flood - the condemnation of all things,
Nations - the confusion of all things.
1,757 years of His-story.

0-1757 A.M.

4004-2247 B.C.

2. Patriarchal Era5 (Genesis 12-50)
The Creation of the Hebrew Nation - Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.
232 years of His-story

2083-2315 A.M.

1921-1689 B.C.

3. Exodus Era - (Exodus – Deuteronomy) Moses
The Captivity and Deliverance of the Hebrew Nation
215 years of His-story

2298-2513 A.M.

1706-1491 B.C.

4. Conquest Era (Joshua)
The Conquest of the Promised Land
25 years of His-story

2553-2578 A.M.

1451-1426 B.C.

5. Judges Era (Judges; Ruth & 1 Samuel)
The Continual Conquest and Continuous Cycles of
Israel’s Clamorous Climb to Nationhood.
Those who ruled Israel after Joshua to Samuel.
314 years of His-story.

2595-2909 A.M.

1409-1095 B.C.

6. Kingdom Era – Israel’s rejection of God as King
United Kingdom (1&2 Sam, 1Kings, 1 Ch, Ps-SOS)
2909-3029 A.M.
3 Kings that ruled 40 years each: Saul, David, & Solomon.
120 years of His-Story.

3

1095-975 B.C.

The dates used are one man’s calculations from information in the Bible and are fallible, only the Word of God is infallible.
The Pre-Patriarchal Era begin at creation in 4004 B.C. and ends with the changing of languages and dispersion (Tower of Babel) in 2247 B.C.
5
The Patriarchal Era begins with the “Call of Abraham” (75 years old) 1921 B.C. and ends with the death of Jacob in 1689 B.C.
4
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Divided Kingdom (2 Kings, 2 Ch, Isa-Zeph)
3029-3397 A.M.
Northern Kingdom goes into Assyrian Captivity 721 B.C
368 years of His-story.

975-607 B.C.

7. Exile Era (Ezekiel & Daniel)
Southern Kingdom goes into Babylonian Captivity
607 B.C. Judah fell in 588 B.C.
70 years of His-story

3405-3475 A.M.

607-537 B.C.

8. Return Era
(Ezra, Nehemiah, Ester, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)
3 Jewish remnants return to rebuild Jerusalem.
139 years of His-Story

3476-3615 A.M.

536-397 B.C.

9. Silence Era {Daniel 11:3-12:13}6
God’s final preparation of the world
for the promised Messiah/Savior.

3615- 4004 A.M.

397- 6-4 B.C.

6

Old Testament ends 397 B.C. Daniel 11:3-12:13 speaks of the nations that would rise up after Persia (Greece - Rome) which was fulfilled during the
Silence Era. The Silence Era is not a time period in the Bible, but is a time period between the Old and New Testaments.
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Two Main Themes of the Old Testament – The nationhood of the Israelites/Hebrews
and the coming of the promised Messiah. Both of these main themes flow out of the
promises God made to Abraham known as the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12 & 15)
where God told Abraham He would make him a great nation and that the entire world
would be blessed through him.
These promises to Abraham were made in the 2nd time period I refer to as the Patriarchal
Era. From this era through the 8th time period we see God fulfill His promise to make
Abraham into the great nation of Israel also known as the Hebrew Nation.
So, in the Exile Era (3rd) we see the Israelites failure to take possession of the promise
land under Moses. In the Conquest Era (4th) we see the Israelites go in and begin the take
possession of the land promised to Abraham. In the Judges Era (5th) we see the Israelites
struggles in becoming a nation. In the United Kingdom Era (6th) we see the Israelites
become a great nation. In the Divided Kingdom Era (6th) we see the Hebrew Nation begin
to decline because of sin. In the Exile Era (7th) we see the Israelites lose their land and go
into captivity. In the Return Era (8th) time period we see the Israelites return to the land
promised to Abraham to reestablish themselves as a nation. However, they did not return
to the glory they had during the height of the United Kingdom Era.
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During the Divided Kingdom Era the prophets wrote as they were directed by God and
provided many of the prophecies/details about the Savior/Messiah that God promised to
Abraham such as the Messiah would be born of a virgin, would come from the ancestry
of Abraham and King David; would be born in Bethlehem and many more.
So, as you think through the flow of the Old Testament, think in terms of the Abrahamic
Covenant that God made to Abraham to make Israel a great nation through whom He
would save the world through His promised Savior.
The New Testament is contains 27 Books that are divided into 3 categories:
historical, instructional, and prophetical books.
5 Historical Books: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Acts – Primary
The first 4 books are known as the Gospels and were written by 3 eye witnesses of the
life of Jesus who wrote about the life of Jesus. The 5th book (Acts) is about the original
followers (known as the Church) of Jesus after He went back to Heaven. The book of
Acts was written by Luke who investigated and interview eye witness of the events he
wrote about, and was the follow up to his Gospel account.
21 Instructional Books: Romans-Jude – Secondary/Supplemental
13 of the instructional books were written by the Apostle Paul and are known as the
Pauline Epistles. These Pauline Epistles were primarily written to 7 local churches and 3
people, and generally to every follower of Jesus. The other 8 instructional books are
known at General Epistles and bare the name of the people who wrote them except for
the book of Hebrews who author is not officially identified, however, many people
believe it was written by the Apostle Paul.
1 Prophetical Book: Revelation – Primary
The book of Revelation was written by the Apostle John who also wrote the Gospel of
John as well as 1, 2, and 3 John. The book of Revelation is known at a prophetic book
because it talks about future events that take place in the last two New Testament time
periods.
Primary Books (6) means that these books stand alone in what they
communicate while the Secondary/Supplemental Books (21) provide
additional information to what the Primary Books record.
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Structure of the New Testament
1. Gospels: Matthew Mark Luke John. The word Gospel means “Good News” and
the good news this that God Offers Salvation Providing Eternal Life (Acrostic is
intentional).
a. Early Life of Jesus: Birth & Childhood – 4 B.C. - A.D.8
b. Early Judean & Samaritan Ministry – later part of summer AD 30 or early
AD 31 Sept/Oct
c. Great Galilean Ministry (18 Months) – Spring AD 31 - Fall A.D. 33
d. Later Judean and Perean Ministry (7 months) – fall to March 25, A.D. 33
e. Final Week – March 26 - April 3, A.D. 33
f. Death and Resurrection of Jesus: –Friday, April 3 – Sunday, April 5,
A.D. 33
g. 40 Day Post Resurrection Ministry – April 5 - May 15, A.D. 33
2. Church: Acts – AD 33 - Present; Romans-Jude: 21 Letters used to instruct the
Church.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Creation – Birth of the Church (Acts 1-5) May 25, A.D. 33
Growth – Organization of the Church (Acts 6)
Persecution – The first Christian martyr (Acts 7)
Increase – A missionary to the Gentiles (Acts 8-28)

3. Culmination: Revelation
a.
b.
c.

Tribulation Era & Rapture of the Church – 12th Time Period
Millennial Reign of Jesus Era – 13th Time Period
Eternal Kingdom Era – 14th Time Period
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The New Testament comprised of 5 times periods or eras
The dates used for the 14 Time Periods of the Bible are one man’s calculations from information in the
Bible and are fallible (open to error), only the Word of God is infallible (without error).

5 New Testament Time Periods (follows the 9th time period of the Bible)
100-102 Years of His-Story
10. Messianic/Gospel Era (Matt-John)

6-4 B.C.

33 A.D.

Good News (God Offers Salvation Providing Eternal Life)
The fulfillment of the Old Testament Prophecies about God’s promised Deliverer/Messiah.
11. Gospel/Church Era (Acts- Jude)

AD 33
Present
[1,986 years as of AD 2019]

God prepares the bride of Christ – those who live for Jesus as Savior and Lord (Times of the
Gentiles – Lk 21:24).
12. Tribulation Era (Revelation)
Final preparation of Israel – Antichrist in Israel

7 years

Rapture of the Church:
Pre-Trib (before the Tribulation Era)
Mid-Trib (3 ½ years into the Tribulation Era)
Pre-Wrath (Prior to God pouring out His wrath – Rev. 7:9-17)
Post Trib (At the end of the Tribulation Era)
Armageddon – Jesus returns to earth, destroys Satan’s army and binds Satan for
1,000 years (Rev. 19:11-20:3)
13. Millennial Kingdom Era (Revelation 20:4) - 1000 year reign of Jesus in Jerusalem.
Satan’s Final Battle – Satan is released at the end of the 1,000 years for one final battle
where Jesus destroys Satan’s army by the power of His Word, then throws Satan and his
demons into the Lake of Fire for eternity (Rev 20:7-10).
14. Eternal Kingdom Era (Revelation21-22) – Perfection Restored: New Heaven and Earth.
Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful,
but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. Rev. 21:27
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The Message of the Bible
Short Answer:
God made it, man broke it, God fixed it.
Long Answer:
The eternal God created the universe [Genesis 1-2] to share and display His love.
Humans are the object of His love and God created us with the ability to choose (free
will) so that we would be able to choose to love, obey and follow God, or choose to not
love, not obey and not follow Him.
The first man and woman (Adam and Eve) chose to disobey God and broke (separation)
the close intimate relationship that God wanted to have with them [Genesis 3] . Knowing
that man would disobey, God provided a way to fix the broken relationship. The process
for fixing the broken relationship was set in place right after the relationship was broken
through God’s promise to send Someone to fix it (Gen. 3:15).
Mankind lost their original close intimate relationship with God [God walked with man],
but they were able to have a different relationship with God [man walked with God by
faith] where they looked forward to God’s future reconciliation through the promised
Savior/Messiah [Romans 4 – Abraham]. God progressively and patiently revealed this
over 3,608 years as He established a single nation [Israel] through which He would reveal
Himself through creation, Scripture [Bible] and finally His promised Messiah [Jesus].
The Gospels [Matthew-John] records the birth, life, mission - substitutionary death and
resurrection of the Messiah by which God fixes the broken relationship between Him and
the human race. It is by faith in God’s Solution [Jesus] that man is reconciled to God
(Ephesians 2:8-9).
We will realize the fullness of this restored relationship with God at the culmination of
time on earth when we enter His presence upon death, upon the rapture or upon His
return to rule and reign on earth at His second coming. God will restore perfection with
the new heaven and new earth where we will live for eternity with Him in paradise
restored (Revelation 21-22).
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New Testament Structure
Gospels: Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Primary

History:

Acts

Primary

Letters:

21 Letters

1 John, 2 John, 3 John

Secondary/Supplemental

Prophecy:

Revelation

Primary

Paul – The Apostle

Peter - Disciple/Apostle
John – Disciple/Apostle
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Romans
I Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
I Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
? Hebrews
James – ½ brother of Jesus
1 Peter
2 Peter
I John
2 John
3 John
Jude – ½ brother of Jesus

Primary Books (6) means that these books stand alone in what they communicate while the
Secondary/Supplemental Books (21) provide additional information to what the Primary Books
record.
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Probable Dates of New Testament Books:
1) James--A.D. 44-49
2) Galatians--A.D. 49-50
3) Matthew--A.D. 50-60
4) Mark--A.D. 50-60
5) 1 Thessalonians--A.D. 51
6) 2 Thessalonians--A.D. 51-52
7) 1 Corinthians--A.D. 55
8) 2 Corinthians--A.D. 55-56
9) Romans-- A.D. 56
10) Luke--A.D. 60-61
11) Ephesians--A.D. 60-62
12) Philippians--A.D. 60-62
13) Philemon--A.D. 60-62
14) Colossians--A.D. 60-62
15) Acts--A.D. 62
16) 1 Timothy--A.D. 62-64
17) Titus--A.D. 62-64
18) 1 Peter--A.D. 64-65
19) 2 Timothy--A.D. 66-67
20) 2 Peter--A.D. 67-68
21) Hebrews--A.D. 67-69
22) Jude--A.D. 68-70
23) John--A.D. 80-90
24) 1 John--A.D. 90-95
25) 2 John--A.D. 90-95
26) 3 John--A.D. 90-95
27) Revelation--A.D. 94-96

Gospels:

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

The word gospel means “good news” and the good news is that God Offers Salvation
Providing Eternal Life through faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection for the payment of
our sins, which separated us from God. When we trust and commit our lives to Jesus our
separation problem is no longer a problem because we are reunited/reconciled to God.
Matthew, Mark and Luke are what are referred as the synoptic Gospels because they
describe events from a similar point of view, as contrasted from John’s Gospel which
focused more time on Jesus’ final week. Interestingly, all 4 gospel writers complement
and complete the whole Gospel story. When read together (harmony of the Gospels) each
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writer mentions details that the others did not mention, thus giving us a more complete
picture of the events they were recording.
Each Gospel tells Jesus’ story from different points of view and are written to different
audiences:





Matthew is written to the Jews and points to Jesus as the promised Messiah.
Mark was written to the Romans and points to Jesus as the Suffering Servant.
Luke was written to the Greeks and points to Jesus as the Son of Man.
John was written to everyone and points to Jesus as Son of God.

The book of Acts is written by the same writer as the Gospel of Luke (Luke the
Physician, a companion of Paul) and is the only non-Jew (gentile) God used the record
Scripture in the New Testament.
The book of Acts continues Luke’s communication with an unknown Greek man named
Theophilus. Luke was not an eye-witness of Jesus’ life, but he investigated the claims
about Jesus from those who were eyewitnesses.
Luke 1:1-4
1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled
among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were
eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully
investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the
certainty of the things you have been taught.
Acts 1:2
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach…
Luke was a physician and a companion of the Apostle Paul, and accompanied Paul on
some of his missionary journeys. These can be identified by the “we” passages in the
book of Acts where Luke includes himself in the story (Acts 16:10-18, 20:4-21:19, 27:128:30).
In Acts, Luke picks up where he left off in the Gospel of Luke with Jesus’ final
instruction to the Disciples/Apostles and His going up to Heaven before their eyes. After
writing about the process of the Apostles replacing Judas Iscariot, Luke writes about the
beginning of “the Church” (Acts 2). The book of Acts is sometimes referred to a the Acts
of the Apostles, but the better title is the Acts of the Holy Spirit, because we see the
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promised Holy Spirit indwelling the followers of Jesus (the beginning of the Church) and
His continued work throughout the book.
Side Note: It is vital to understand that the Church is not a building or a denomination,
but people who follow Jesus. God’s intent for His church was and is one Church united
under Jesus and the growth of His Kingdom.
Eph 4:3-6
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is
one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.
John 17:20-21
20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me
and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have
sent me.
The first mention of the Church was by Jesus as recorded in Matthew 16:18 where He
said “…I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not overcome it.
The rock that Jesus was referring to was the truth Peter spoke in verse 16 when he said
"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." It was on this truth and not on Peter
(rock) that Jesus’ church is built on.
Unfortunately, Jesus’ church is divided by denominationalism and is not united. As you
can see, there is no mention of denominations in the Bible. Christianity was first referred
to as “the Way”
Acts 9:1-2
9:1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's
disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way,
Acts 19:9
9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the
Way.
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Acts 19:23
23 About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way.
Acts 24:14
However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which
they call a sect.
Acts 24:22
22 Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way
Referring back to Jesus’ statement that He was “the way” to the Father (John 14:6)
John 14:5-6
5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know
the way?" 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.
In Acts 11:25-26 we see followers of Jesus were first called Christians in Antioch:
Acts 11:25-26
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he
brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church
and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at
Antioch.
Another name followers of Jesus were known by was the Nazarene sect because Jesus
was from Nazareth (Matthew 2:22-23 ; John 1:44-45; Acts 24:5-6)
Acts 24:5-6
5 "We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all
over the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect
Matt 2:22-23
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he (Joseph)
withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth.
So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: "He (Jesus) will be called a
Nazarene."
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John 1:44-45
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found
Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and
about whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."
It is important understand that the book of Acts is a history book because is records the
history of the Church which is a major part of His-Story and our-Story.
In the book of Acts we see how the followers of Jesus lived as followers of Jesus, how
they interacted with one another, how they interacted with the culture around them and
how the culture around them interacted with them.
Another major aspect of the book of Acts is that we see how God interacted with and
used two people in the early Church, Peter and Paul. In Acts 2-8 we follow Peter and his
role in the early Church, and in Act 9-28 we follow Saul/Paul and his role in the early
church. Peter is the writer of 1 and 2 Peter and most likely the eyewitness behind the
Gospel of Mark. It is believed that Peter spoke as Mark recorded what was written.
In Acts 12-21 Paul goes on what is known as 3 missionary journeys where he spreads the
Gospel and starts churches on two continents (Asia and Europe). It is during this time that
he writes 13 letters known as epistles to the new believers to help them understand how
to live as followers of Jesus.
1. Galatians--A.D. 49-50
2. 1 Thessalonians--A.D. 51
3. 2 Thessalonians--A.D. 51-52
4. 1 Corinthians--A.D. 55
5. 2 Corinthians--A.D. 55-56
6. Romans-- A.D. 56
7. Ephesians--A.D. 60-62
8. Philippians--A.D. 60-62
9. Philemon--A.D. 60-62
10.Colossians--A.D. 60-62
11.1 Timothy--A.D. 62-64
12.Titus--A.D. 62-64
13.2 Timothy--A.D. 66-67

4 Prison Epistles – letters written from
prison.
3 Pastoral
Epistles

As you read the Bible, it is a good idea to get a chronological Bible – written in
chronological order so the letters of Paul line up as he wrote them during his missionary
journeys. This will help you get a good understanding of what was going on in the
22

Churches during the time of the book of Acts and how Paul helped them follow Jesus His
way.
The Apostle John is another major contributor to the New Testament writing 4 of
the 27 books:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

John--A.D. 80-90
1 John--A.D. 90-95
2 John--A.D. 90-95
3 John--A.D. 90-95
Revelation--A.D. 94-96

Two of the books were written by two of Jesus’ half brothers James and Jude, which is
amazing because they are not listed as followers until after the resurrection. Imagine the
stories they could tell.
Matt 13:55
55 "Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers
James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?
Acts 1:9,12-14
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from
their sight. 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives,
a Sabbath day's walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the
room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew;
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
Truth Alert: The resurrection of Jesus changed everything! The resurrection is the
greatest evidence proving that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, who became the Son
of Man so we could become sons of God.
1 Cor. 15:16-21
16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those
also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in
Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
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Side Note: Let me encourage you to research the Apostles to get a complete picture of
their lives and ministry in one location like Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary or from
a online source like GotQuestions.org
Future Events:
Earlier in this section of I provided you with the 14 Time Period of the Bible which is
divided by 9 Old Testament Time Periods and 5 New Testament Time Periods. The 10th
time period has come and gone - Messianic/Gospel Era – [6-4 B.C. - AD 33], which is
known as Jesus’ first coming. The 11th time period is known as the “Church Age” and we
are still in it. The final 3 time periods are yet to come.
The main event in the future events is the second coming of Jesus. His first coming
was to save and redeem us (fix our sin and separation problem). His second coming will
be as King Jesus which occurs during the 12th time period known as the “Millennial
Kingdom. Before Jesus’ second coming there is the 11th time period known as the
“Tribulation Era”.
Truth Alert: The Tribulation Era, Millennial Kingdom Era, and the Eternal Kingdom
Era are all known as the End Time events and are the most difficult to comprehend.
However, it is what most new/young followers and non –followers of Jesus are most
eager to learn. Let me encourage you to focus on Matthew- Jude, before getting into the
book of Revelation, which talks about the end time events. The book of Revelation is for
those who have a good understanding of the other 65 books. In order to properly
understand the end time events in the book of Revelation, we also need to properly
understand Daniel 9:24-27 and Mathew 24 which helps clarify the 7 year Tribulation
period.
Another important thing to understand is that there are many different views on end time
events and is something you will have to study throughout your life – being a Berean as
you look into these things.
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Growth Process
Growing as a follower of Jesus is a lifelong process that occurs supernaturally as we
allow God to transform us by His Spirit through His Word (Bible). Like our physical
growth, our spiritual growth happens when we take in good food daily. The good food is
the Word of God (Bible). Just like you need to eat good food everyday to grow and be
healthy (physically), we also need to feed on the Word of God daily to grow and be
spiritually healthy. The same is true about exercise; just like we need to physically
exercise to be physically fit; we likewise need to obey God’s Word to grow spiritually.
This is known as exercising our faith – trusting and following God’s Word.
The Jesus Journey consists of 4 stages of growth that all believers should go through in
the first three years of their new life in Christ for establishing a strong foundation for a
lifelong relationship with Him as Savior and Lord.
1. “Come and see” Jn 1:39 (Investigation)
2. “Come to Me” Mt. 11:28, Jn 6:44,65; 7:37 (Salvation)
3. “Follow Me” Mt. 4:19, Jn 1:43 (Sanctification) “
“Learn from Me” Mt 11:29 (Discipleship)
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4. “Go for Me” Mt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15 (Evangelism)
“Represent Me” 2 Cor. 5:20 (Ambassadors)
Growing Successfully
Cultivating a healthy relationship with God is the most important aspect of following
Jesus. Following Jesus is the process of cultivating an intimate personal relationship with
God. The process of cultivating this relationship is much like building a health intimate
personal relationship with a person.
In order to build a healthy intimate personal relationship with a person we need to
communicate daily. A healthy functional relationship requires two way communications
(speaking and listening). God speaks to us through His Word (Bible) and we speak to
God through prayer (talking to God).
God’s Word tells us that He wants us to come to Him continuously (1 Thessalonians
5:17), and that He wants to speak to us (Matthew 11:28-30; Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy
3:16-17). God’s Word also tells us that we are transformed by the renewing of our minds
(Romans 12:2) which He does by His Spirit through His Word.
As we allow God to speak to us through His Word and obey what He tells us, we grow in
our faith and relationship with Him. The reality is that as we allow God to speak to us
and we follow Jesus in obedience He transforms us to more like Jesus. The more we
know and obey the more we become like Jesus, desiring to do the will of the Father (John
4:34) – to know and make Him known.
Final Thoughts:
Because cultivating a healthy relationship with Jesus is lifelong process let me encourage
you to be patient and diligent as you follow Jesus His way. If you allow God to speak to
you daily, and obey what the Word of God and the Spirit of God say, you will be right
where God wants you. Also, because God’s plan for your life is progressive (revealing it
one step at a time) it will be helpful not only to be patient, but to ask God what He wants
you to learn as you read His Word, and as you face the daily challenges of life. God uses
all things for our good and His Glory (Romans 8:28). Therefore, be patient, diligent, and
enjoy the journey. God has a divine plan for your life which fits into His grand plan. In
the end we will all see how it all fits together.
Congratulations on finishing “Foundation For Life”!
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Continue your Jesus Journey with “Harmony of the Gospels – The Life of Jesus” and or
learn how to share the Gospel by starting Reach 3-2-1 Part 1 at
https://reach.lmiq.org/reach-jesus-journey/.
May God richly bless you as you grow in your relationship with Jesus!
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