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Dedication
This book is written for my adult children, my grandchildren and all who will follow. I also write this
resource for anyone who wants to know His-Story. I write this book to pass on the things I’ve learned
about God and to help you learn how to discover God and His incredible plan and purpose for your life.
My hope and prayer is that you choose to live a life dedicated to God and experience the joy and
blessings of knowing and following your Creator.
May God richly bless you as you read this resource!
Love,
Papa

Preface
His-Story Is Our Story is the first book in the Reach “Jesus Journey” Discipleship Series written
by Timothy S. Leahy, Director of Reach Evangelistic Association (REA).
His-Story is written to help people who are looking to discover who the Creator of the Universe
(The God of the Bible) is, why He created us, how we know that He revealed Himself to us
through the Bible and through His Son, Jesus; and how we are to live in light of these facts.
The Jesus Journey© is a 3 year systematic REA discipleship series that teaches a new or
undiscipled follower of Jesus how to live out the new life they have with Jesus; how to
understand and read the Bible, how to grow as a follower of Jesus and how to live the life God
has created them to live.
The Jesus Journey (JJ) is designed to be mentor and small group driven. The 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
books in the JJ are recommended to be used in a mentor/disciple relationship, while the
remaining 4 JJ books are intended to be used as small group resources. See Index R for
additional information about The Jesus Journey.
All Scripture provided in this resource is from the New International Version (NIV) – 1978 Edition
unless indicated otherwise. See Appendix N – Bible Translations for information on the different
Bible translations.

“His- Story is our-Story” is a
Reach “Jesus Journey” Discipleship Resource
© 2014-2020 Timothy S. Leahy, All Rights Reserved

2

Table of Contents/Outline
Dedication/Preface
Introduction
1. God
A. Evidence for God’s Existence
B. Who God is
2. Bible
A. What is the Bible?
B. Evidence that the Bible is the Word of God
C. Understanding the Bible
3. Us
A. Why we exist
B. How are we to live
4 Appendix
A. Space to record words
B. How to read the Bible
C. Additional evidence for the existence of God
D. Bible Study Resources
E. The Gospel – full explanation of the good news that God Offers Salvation
Providing Eternal Life
F. Full story of Satan’s battle with God
G. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit
H. God’s Church
I. Helping others to follow Jesus
II. John Mark
J. Tribulation Era
K. Millennial Kingdom Era
L. End Time Outline
M. Discovering the will of God
N. Bible Translations
O. Why so many religions?
P. The Fall
Q. Attributes of God
R. The Jesus Journey
5. Glossary

3

INTRODUCTION:
The most important reality about life is God, because without God there is no life. God is the
Creator and Sustainer of life, and what you believe about God will impact the direction and
quality of your life now and for eternity.
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis1:1)
His-Story is a teaching resource to help you discover and know God’s story and how you fit in it.
The title comes from the word “history” which is a record of past events, of which God is the
Author and Director; in reality history is God’s story. We get God’s story from His written
revelation to us known as the Bible. The Bible is a collection of 66 books given by God to
mankind (2 Peter 1:16-21; 2 Timothy 3:16) to reveal who He is, who we are, and how the world
works. His-Story is our-story.
2 Peter 1:20-21
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's
own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
2 Tim 3:16-17
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (NKJV)
One of the goals of this resource is to teach you how to learn. Instead of lecturing (giving you
all the information) I’m going to let you discover information you don’t currently know. This
means that when you come across a word you don’t understand, you look it up in a dictionary
and record the meaning of the word so you have a record and a reference of the new words
you are learning (see Appendix A for space to record the words you look up). You can also look
up the underlined words in the Glossary at the end of this resource. This will help expand your
vocabulary and your understanding of what you are reading.
Another goal is to help you to “be a Berean” (Acts 17:11). Being a Berean is another way of
telling you to question and investigate everything. This is how we learn and develop the
skill/ability to think, discover and verify truth for ourselves. This is also known as education.
Acts 17:11
“Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they
received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if
what Paul said was true.”
Another goal is to help you understand the big picture (overview) of the Bible, which will help
you zoom in on the finer details (detailed view) of knowing and following God. Think of it this
way: If someone was trying to explain the planet earth to you, but you knew nothing about the
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earth you would be lost. You wouldn’t have any idea what they were talking about. Therefore,
it would be wise to begin with the solar system (sun, stars, planets and moon) so you could
grasp how the earth fits into our solar system. Once you understand this, you can then zoom in
and discover the finer details such as continents, countries, states, counties, cities, down to
your local address. You can also think of Google Maps’ ability to zoom out and zoom in. The
farther you zoom out, the bigger the picture, the closer you zoom in the more detailed
information you can see. The same is true of the Bible. To understand the individual 66 books,
we must first understand what the Bible is and how it’s put together. You will learn the big
picture information about the Bible in Chapter 2.
One of the most important things we can know or learn is who we are, how we got here, and
what our purpose is – why we exist. In His-Story you are going to discover the answers to these
questions and this discovery starts with God, the Author of your-story.
Truth Alert: One final very important thing you need to know about knowing God is that it is
a life long journey. It takes a glorious lifetime of seeing, hearing, and experiencing life to
discover who God truly is. As a matter of fact, that is why He created you. He wants you to
personally know Him and experience the closest, most intimate relationship with Him now
and for eternity. One of the primary ways we learn about God is by reading the Bible. So let
me strongly encourage you to read the sections of the Bible I assign, and to make allowing
God to speak to you through the Bible an everyday discipline you commit to all the days of
your life. It will start as a duty and turn into a delight.
The best way to develop the daily discipline of reading the Bible is to set a specific time and
place where you can be alone with God. Start your time by talking to God and asking Him to
guide you as you read. Then spend as much time as you have and read. See Appendix B for
additional information about reading the Bible.
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Chapter 1 – God
As I mentioned in the introduction, the most important reality we can know is God, because He
is the Creator of life, the Giver of life, the Sustainer of life, the Director of life and the One who
knows how our lives can be successfully lived. As a matter of fact, He wants us to be successful
and has made it possible for us to live successfully, if we choose to live it His way.
Truth Bomb: If God created us then we should make it our priority to find out who He is and
why He created us.
PC Alert: God is revealed in the masculine tense in the Bible. In reality God is neither male
nor female. God tells us He is Spirit (John 4:24). We will explore this in greater detail in the
“Who is God” section of this book.
“God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” John 4:24
Berean Moment: At this point you should be asking, how do we know God exists, and who
is He? Great questions!
The Evidence for God’s Existence is Abundant.
The first piece of evidence is logic: Logic tells us that an intelligent design (our
universe and everything in it) needs an intelligent designer; just as a building needs a builder,
an intelligent creation needs an intelligent Creator (Genesis 1:1). This is known as the
Intelligent Design Argument.
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)
Another way of saying this is that something does not come from nothing. Something (bikes,
cars, houses, people, planets …) need someone to create them. It is illogical to look at
something (a building) and think to yourself, “this building just appeared”. The reality is
someone had to make the materials for the building, and someone had to build the building.
This is true of everything in the universe.
The scientific Law of Biogenesis tells us that only living things produce living things. As a matter
of fact, the Law of Biogenesis is in direct opposition to the theory of Micro-Evolution which is
another explanation for how the universe came into existence. The theory of Micro-Evolution
(also known as Darwinian Evolution) says that our universe came about from nothing and that it
came about over billions of years, by time, chance and luck.
Truth Bomb: Believing in Micro-Evolution is like believing that a building just appeared
without someone building it. As you will see, there is excellent evidence for the existence
of God and His explanation for how and why we exist.
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Side Note: In reality, the belief in the existence of God and Micro-Evolution as explanations
for our existence are both theories and not science because neither meets the scientific
standard of being observable, testable and repeatable. The only person around to observe
the start of creation was God, so He was the only one to observe it. The things created are
testable, but creation is not repeatable; therefore, how everything got here is a theory.
However, there is excellent evidence for the existence of God, and His written revelation
known as the Bible, which tells us how the universe came into existence and why it came
into existence. Truth Bomb: The Author of the Bible is the only eyewitness.
The second piece of evidence comes from science: The laws of science are in
agreement with what the Bible says about the universe we live in and about life.
The Law of Biogenesis says that only living things can produce or create living things
(Genesis 1:1), which supports the Bible and the intelligent design argument.
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”. (Genesis 1:1)
The 2nd Law of Thermodynamics says that everything goes from order to disorder – another
way of saying that is that everything falls apart (Genesis 3-5). This scientific law supports the
Biblical claim that God created (Genesis 1-2) everything perfectly and orderly, and after the
first humans (Adam & Eve) chose to disobey God, God’s perfect creation was no longer
perfect, and began the process of falling apart (decay and death). This event is known as
The Fall (Genesis 3). See Appendix P for additional information on the Fall. We see this law
at work all the time, new things get old and fall apart – new shiny cars, bikes, and toys get
old and break down.
Mendel’s Genetic Laws say that animals reproduce after their own kind, which is in
agreement with how God created everything to reproduce “after their own kind” (Gen.1:2126). Dogs produce dogs, cats produce cats, cows produce cows, and apple trees produce
apples and apple trees, etc…
And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds. (Genesis 1:24)
The third piece of evidence for God’s existence comes from the Bible:
The Bible starts with “In the beginning God…” (Genesis 1:1). The Bible tells us about God
because the Bible is from God (2 Pet 1:20-21 & 2 Tim 3:16-17). God communicates throughout
the Bible that He created and sustains everything.
Berean Alert: Is there additional evidence that the Bible is from God and that it is true?
Another great question! We will deal with these questions in Chapter 2.
The fourth piece of evidence for God’s existence is the historically
indisputable life of Jesus of Nazareth: The evidence for the existence and life of
Jesus of Nazareth is so abundant that not even educated non-believers question His existence,
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although they question His claims that He was the Son of God and Savior of the world. We even
have historians who were not followers of Jesus living around the time of Jesus who wrote
about Jesus1
[We will explore the life and claims of Jesus in the Bible section of this resource.]
The fifth piece of evidence for God’s existence is the existence of
morals: Morals demand a moral Lawgiver. The fact that humans have a built-in moral
compass – the inner belief that certain things are right and wrong, should cause us to ask where
these beliefs come from. The answer would be from the One who created us. As a matter of
fact, God tells us in the first book of the Bible (Genesis) that He created us in His image (Genesis
1:27) which is why we all have the inner belief that it is wrong to steal and to hurt others, etc..
The sixth piece of evidence for God’s existence is the Human
Experience: Throughout history, all people groups (mankind) have universally believed in a
Creator/God. Since the time of Christ, people/societies throughout the world have experienced
universal transformation through faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord.
Truth Bomb: Science and the Bible are not in disagreement with each other, people are.
There are scientists that believe that science disproves the Bible, and there are scientists
who believe that science is in agreement with the Bible. The question is why is this so? The
answer is based on what a person believes about the world they live in. Those who don’t
believe in a Creator view life through a naturalistic view (no God; nature created
everything), while those who believe in a Creator view life through a supernatural view
(God supernaturally created everything). The fact is both sides are looking at the same
evidence, but interpreting that evidence through their worldview. Visit Answers in Genesis
(answersingenesis.org) for more information about this topic.
See Appendix C for additional evidence for the existence of God.
Now that you have discovered some of the excellent evidence for God’s existence, it’s time to
discover how God revealed Himself to us and who He is.
There are 3 ways God has revealed Himself:
1. Creation (general revelation)
2. The Bible (specific revelation)
3. His Son, Jesus (incarnation/specific revelation)
Creation is referred to as general revelation because it generally reveals information about
the Creator. From creation (all that we see) we can see that the Creator is creative, powerful,
smart, wise, and good, but we can’t understand the more detailed things about the Creator
that we discover in the specific and incarnation revelations.
1

Evidence That Demands A Verdict– Volume 1, by Josh McDowell
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The Bible is referred to as specific revelation (also known as special revelation) because in it
God reveals specific things about Himself that could not be known from creation such as: that
He’s triune, eternal, all knowing (omniscient), all powerful (omnipotent), everywhere at the
same time (omnipresent), perfect, holy, righteous, loving, gracious, merciful, just, and
unchanging, just to name some of the specific things we discover about God in the Bible. [See
Appendix Q for additional information about the attributes of God.]
The third way we know specific things about God is through His Son Jesus; which I refer to as
incarnation revelation. Incarnation means that God became a human, and that’s who Jesus is.
In Matthew 1:18-23, God reveals how Jesus came to earth and reveals that Jesus is God.
Matt 1:23
23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel" – which means, "God with us."
Jesus said: “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30); “If you have seen me, you have seen the
Father” (John 14:9). These statements communicate that Jesus believed He was God. They
also refer to God’s triune nature which we will get into in the next section.
What has God revealed about Himself?
As I mentioned in the previous section, God has revealed who He is through creation, the Bible
and His Son, Jesus.
What has God revealed about Himself in the Bible?
In the very first verse in the Bible (Genesis 1:1) God said that in the beginning He created the
heavens and the earth. Let’s examine each word and phrase to discover what God is saying.
“In the beginning…” In the beginning of what? Because God tells us He is eternal (no
beginning and no end) [Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 90:1-4; Isaiah 57:15; Jeremiah 10:10; 1 Timothy 1: 17] we
can conclude that “In the beginning” means the beginning of creation.
Deut 33:27 – The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms. He
will drive out your enemy before you, saying, 'Destroy him!'
Ps 90:2 – Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
Isa 57:15 – For this is what the high and lofty One says — he who lives forever, whose
name is holy:
Jer 10:10 – But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal King.
1 Tim 1:17 – Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.
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“God” – The word God in the original language of the Old Testament (Hebrew) is “Elohim”
which means “the Supreme God”. The fact that God chose to use the word “Elohim” to
introduce Himself is interesting because He uses many other words and combination of words
to fully describe who He is throughout the Bible. The more interesting thing about the word
“Elohim” is that it is the plural form of “Eloahh”, which means God was communicating that He
is made up of more than one essence, which points to His triune nature.
According to The New Unger's Bible Dictionary, two essential and personal names of God in the
Hebrew Scriptures are Elohim and Jehovah (more correctly Yahweh); the former calling
attention to the fullness of divine power, the latter meaning "He who is" and thus declaring the
divine self-existence.2
Side Note: To get a fuller picture of God, do a study on the names of God.
In Genesis 1:26, God gives more information about His triune nature when He says "Let us make
man in our image, in our likeness…”. The question is who is God talking to?
In Genesis 1:2 we see that “the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters”. The “Spirit of God”
is mentioned 25 times throughout the Bible and 94 times by the title of “Holy Spirit”. The “Holy
Spirit” is known as the third person of the Trinity, and is the active power of God the Father and
Jesus the Son.
Berean Moment: How do we know that the Holy Spirit is a person, and is God? Great
question! The short answer is that the Holy Spirit has all the same attributes of God and
is therefore God; and personal just like God the Father and God the Son and is therefore
a person. Discovering the nature of the Triune God is a major task and of major importance,
and is something everyone should look into for themselves.
Side Note: Since this book is an overview resource I do not go into great details on many of
the truths mentioned. However, they are truths that you should seek to learn more about
as you grow in your relationship with God.
In the New Testament, God reveals more information about the “who” He is talking to in
Genesis 1:26. In Colossians 1:16, the Apostle Paul tells us that by Jesus “all things were created:
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.” In verse 15 Paul tells us that Jesus is
“the image of the invisible God”, and in verse 17 he tells us that Jesus “is before all things, and
in him all things hold together.”

2

God (from The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright
© 1988.)
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In chapter 1:1-3 of the Gospel of John, God reveals that Jesus (referred to as “the Word”) was
“with God and is God” and “through Him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.”
John 1:1-3, 14
1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2
He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing
was made that has been made.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
In Hebrews 1:1-3 God tells us that the universe was made by Jesus. He also tells us that
Jesus is “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being.”
Hebrews 1:1-3
1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.
In John 14:9-11, Jesus tells us that "anyone who has seen Him has seen the Father.” And in John
10:30, that He “and the Father are one.”
John 14:9-11
9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the
Father'? 10 Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The
words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his
work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.
John 10:30
30 “I and the Father are one."
So, based on the above mentioned Scriptures, we see that God the Father was talking to His
Son, Jesus in Genesis 1:26.
In Matthew 3:16-17 we see a clear reference of the Trinity. We have Jesus being baptized, “the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on Him”, and God the Father speaking, saying
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."
Matthew 3:16-17
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a
voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."
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Side Note: The teaching of the Trinity is clear throughout the Bible; however, it is difficult to
fully comprehend. The question is, how can God be “one” (Deuteronomy 6:4) and three at
the same time? The simple answer is that’s how God describes Himself throughout the
Bible and therefore we believe it because He said so. God is one in nature and purpose, but
three in essence (Father, Son, and Spirit). Another reason we can’t fully understand God is
because we are finite (limited) and God is infinite (unlimited). Logically, that which is finite
cannot fully understand what is infinite.
Deut 6:4
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Mark 12:28-30
28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had
given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most
important?" 29 "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'
“Created” In the beginning God created. The word created means to make from nothing.3 Now
that’s something; when people create things they use materials that already exist. For instance,
to build a house they use wood and nails and all the other materials that go into building a
house. But God started from nothing. There are people (scientists) who say they can create life
(cloning). However, they have to use materials that already exist. No one other than God can
create from nothing, which is one of the things that makes Him God. Another term or word for
creation from nothing is “Ex nihlo”.
“Heavens and Earth” We know that the earth is the planet that we all live on, but what are the
“Heavens”? In its simplest form, heaven/s means the space above the earth that contains all of
creation. A more detailed definition would include the sky where the birds fly and where the
clouds are, as well as the moon, planets, stars and other galaxies. The word Heaven would also
include the dwelling place of God, angels and those who lived by faith in God. 4
God has revealed many, many things about Himself through His written revelation known as
the Bible, which is one of many reasons we should make reading the Bible a daily part of our
lives.
When I first trusted and committed my life to God in 1993, one of the things that motivated me
to read and study the Bible was the fact that I realized I didn’t really know God. I thought to
myself, how can I follow and serve someone I don’t know; so, I made it a priority to learn all I
3

Create (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)

4

Heavens (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)
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could about the One who created me. I have been on this journey 24 years (as of this writing 2017), and it has and is the best decision I have made, and God has been faithful to all He has
said He will do. So, if you want to know God, know the Bible and His Son, Jesus.
Side Note: In the introduction of this resource I told you one of the goals was to encourage
you to question everything, to be a Berean. This is a good place to start. As a matter of fact
it is the best way to discover truth. This discovery process is referred to as observation,
interpretation and application. First, we read, we observe what is being said. Second, we
interpret what we observe. We do this by looking up words to discover their meaning. To
effectively do this, we need to know that the original language of the first 39 books of the
Bible (also known as the Old Testament) are Hebrew and the remaining 27 books (known as
the New Testament) are written in Greek. By knowing this we can look up the words, in
resources known as concordances, to discover their original meaning. [See Appendix D to
learn more about Bible study resources.] The final discovery process is application. This is
where you apply what you have discovered about God to your life. For example, if we
discover that God is all knowing, then we would conclude that we should believe what He
says. See Appendix B for additional information on how to read the Bible.
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Chapter 2 – The Bible
In Chapter 1 I mention that the Bible is one of the evidences for the existence of God. The
Berean in you should be asking, “How do we know the Bible came from God, and how do we
know it’s true?”
Evidence That The Bible Is The Word Of God5:
1. God tells us that He is the Author (2 Peter 1:20-21 & 2 Timothy 3:15-17)
2 Peter 1:19-21
20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
2 Tim 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work. NKJV
2. The Old Testament and New Testament authors understood they were writing the
Word of God. A common Old Testament phrase is - “Thus saith the Lord”. The Apostle
Peter confirmed the Apostle Paul’s writings as Scripture (2 Peter 3:16).
2 Peter 3:15-16
15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul
also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his
letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to
understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures,
to their own destruction.
3. Its Amazing Unity – written over a 1,400-year period by over 40 writers from different
socio-economic, professional and educational backgrounds. Written in 3 different
languages (Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic) on 3 different continents, yet it tells one unified story
of God’s love for the world – telling us that He would send a Savior who would save us,
and restore us to God by dying for our sins, which separate us from Him.
4. Its Historical Accuracy - as verified by archeology, which has never contradicted the
Bible, but only confirms and silences its critics.
5. Its Prophetical Accuracy - as verified by the life and person of Jesus Christ, and His
fulfilling of the 300 plus messianic prophecies. The likelihood of one person fulfilling just
7 of the 300 prophesies is like picking out the only silver dollar with a red dot on it while
blind-folded, standing knee deep in an area the size of Texas. Fulfilling 48 would be
mathematically impossible. Prophecy is like an address, it points to one person or one
event.

5

Evidence That Demands A Verdict – Volume 1, Josh Mcdowell
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6. Its Scientific Accuracy - as verified by providing scientific facts three to four thousand
years before modern science discovered them. (Isa. 40:22 – The earth is round; Job 26:7 –
The earth is suspended in space; Gen 1:24 -Mendel’s Genetic Laws: kind reproducing after
its own kind; Gen 3-5 (The fall) – The 2nd Law of Thermodynamics, order to disorder)
7. Its Universal Influence Upon Civilization – life is as it is because of Jesus and the
testimony of His Word. (Hospitals, schools, charitable organizations, equality for all
people…)
8. Its Life-Changing Power – millions of lives universally transformed throughout history.
9. Its Indestructibility – it has survived man’s numerous attempts to destroy it throughout
human history [Voltaire – a French Enlightenment Philosopher (17th century) predicted that Christianity
would be extinct within 100 years of his own death. Ironically, his Estate has become the Bible Society
Headquarters from where they print and distribute the Bible. ]

10. Its Care and Copy – The Jewish system for copying Jewish literature guarantees its
accuracy as verified by the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Dead Sea Scrolls confirmed the accuracy
of manuscripts that were 1133 years younger than they were even though they were thought
to be the oldest manuscripts prior to the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
11. Its Amazing Circulation – The Bible is the best selling, most read book in human history.
12. Its Absolute Honesty – The Bible tells the good, the bad, and the ugly about its people and
their history.
3 Tests of Historical Reliability of Ancient Literature
1. The Bibliographical Test – The number of manuscripts in existence and the length of
time between the original manuscript and the existing manuscripts.
2. The Internal Evidence – What the document says about itself. Were the authors
eyewitnesses to the events they recorded, and did they know what they were talking
about?
3. The External Evidence – Do outside sources, such as literary sources and archaeological
sources, confirm the events and accuracy of the events?
Truth Bomb: The Bible passes these tests with the highest grades of any ancient literature.
The Bible has 24,633 surviving manuscripts with the oldest manuscript being 125 years removed
from the original events, which is far superior to any ancient literature in existence. The nearest
competitor has 120 surviving manuscripts, a thousand years removed from the original document or
event, yet no one questions their validity.
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2 Reasons Why We Can Have Confidence in the Reliability of the Old
Testament
1. Its Care & Copy – the incredibly meticulous and accurate system that the Jewish scribes had for
copying any type of literature.
2. The Historical Verification of the accuracy of Jewish literature as demonstrated by the Dead Sea
Scrolls. When the Dead Sea Scroll manuscripts (125 B.C) were compared with the oldest
previous manuscript (A.D. 1008) (a 1133 year gap) they were virtually identical.

3 Reasons Why We Can Have Confidence in the Reliability of the New
Testament
1. Eyewitnesses wrote the New Testament. Those who wrote the New Testament were
eyewitnesses to the events they were writing about.
2. The original audiences were also eyewitnesses to the events recorded and would have
rejected the documents if they were fraudulent - this was not the case.
3. The New Testament has 24,633 surviving manuscripts with the oldest manuscript being
125 years removed from the original events, which is far superior to any ancient literature
in existence. The nearest competitor has 120 surviving manuscripts, a thousand years
removed from the original document or event, yet no one questions their validity.
As you can see, there are abundant and excellent reasons for believing that the
Bible is from God; therefore, we can trust what God has said and commit to living
our lives God’s way.
Understanding the Bible
I believe in order to understand the Bible we first need to understand how it’s put
together and how it flows. We need to understand the big picture or overview of the
Bible.
Overview:
The Old Testament tells us how we got here (God created us), why things are the way they are
(fallen, separated, not perfect, existence of evil), and how God was going to fix our separation
problem (promised to send a Savior). The New Testament tells us that Jesus is the promised
Savior from the Old Testament; that God created the Church (followers of Jesus) to help
followers of Jesus to follow Jesus His way; and God also reveals what the future looks like (the
return of Jesus, and a new Heaven on Earth).
To help you with understanding how the Bible’s put together, I have provided you with the
following information:
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Understanding the Big Picture
14 Biblical Time Periods – 6,022 Years of His-Story
9 Old Testament Periods of Time – 3,607 Years of His-story:
[Dates based on Bishop James Ussher’s calculations in his classic survey of world history – The Annals of the
World.] A.M = time counted from creation forwards. B.C. = time counted backwards from the birth of Jesus.

1. Pre-Patriarchal Era [0-1757 A.M; 4004 - 2247 B.C.] Creation - the creation of all things, Fall - the
corruption of all things, Flood - the condemnation of all things, Nations - the confusion of all things.
(Genesis 1-11)
2. Patriarchal Era [2083 - 2315 A.M.; 1921-1689 B.C. (232 years)] – The Creation of the Hebrew Nation.
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. (Genesis 12-50)
3. Exodus Era - The captivity and deliverance of the Hebrew Nation. [2298-2513 A.M.; 1706-1491 B.C.
(215 years)] (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy)
4. Conquest Era [2553-2578 A.M.; 1451-1426 B.C. (25 years)] The conquest of the land promised to
the Hebrew Nation. (Joshua)
5. Judges Era [2595-2909 A.M.; 1409-1095 B.C. (314 yrs)] Those who ruled Israel after Joshua to Samuel.
The continual conquest and continuous cycles of Israel’s clamorous climb to Nationhood.
(Judge, Ruth)
6. Kingdom Era – Israel’s rejection of God as King
A. United Kingdom [2909-3029 A.M.; 1095-975 B.C. (120 years)] [Saul, David, Solomon].
(1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 1 Chronicles , Psalms-Song of Solomon )
B. Divided Kingdom [3029-3397 A.M.; 975-607 B.C. (368 years) Northern Kingdom (Israel). Southern
Kingdom (Judah). (2 Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentation, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah)
7. Exile Era [3405-3475 A.M.; 607-537 B.C. (70 years)] – Southern Kingdom goes into Babylonian
captivity in 606 B.C. ( 2 Kings, Ezekiel, Daniel)
8. Return Era [3476-3615 A.M.; 536-397 B.C. (139 years)] A Jewish remnant returns to rebuild
Jerusalem. (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)
9. Silence [3615- 4004 A.M.; 397- 6-4 B.C.] 400 years of time between the Old Testament and New
Testament. This is God’s final preparation of the world for the promised Messiah/Savior. No Scripture
given during this time period, but historical events are recorded in books known as the Apocrypha.

17

5 New Testament Time Periods:
10. Messianic/Gospel Era – [6-4 B.C. - AD 33 (36 years)] The fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies
about God’s promised Deliverer/Messiah. Gospel means Good News, and the good news is that
God Offers Salvation Providing Eternal Life. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)
11. Gospel/Church Era – AD 33 – Present (1,986 years as of AD 2019) God prepares those who live for
Jesus as Savior and Lord [Times of the Gentiles – Luke 21:24]. (Acts – Jude)
12. Tribulation Era – 7 years (Antichrist in Israel) – Final preparation of Israel. (Revelation 6-19)
A. Armageddon – Jesus returns to earth, destroys Satan’s army and binds Satan for 1,000 years.
13. Millennial Kingdom Era - 1000 year reign of Jesus in Jerusalem. (Revelation 20)
A. Satan’s Final Battle – Satan is released at the end of the 1,000 years for one final battle
where Jesus destroys Satan’s army by the power of His Word, then throws Satan and his demons
into the Lake of Fire for eternity.
Rev 20:15
15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
14. Eternal Kingdom Era – Perfection Restored: New Heaven and Earth for those who followed Jesus as
Savior and Lord (Revelation 21).
Rev 21:27
27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but
only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.
The information in the 14 Time Periods of the Bible are man’s best guess at harmonizing the Gospels and are
therefore fallible, only the Word of God is inerrant and infallible.
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Structure Of The Old Testament resource below has the 9 Old Testament Time Periods
marked in red under the books to help you understand which books cover what time periods.

The 11 primary books cover the historical events while the 6 secondary books supplement to
the events of the primary books. Five of the Poetry books were written during the United
Kingdom Time Period [6th] mostly by King David and King Solomon. The 17 Prophecy books
were written during the Divided Kingdom (12), Exile (2), and Return (3) Time Periods
[6, 7 & 8].
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New Testament Structure
Gospels: Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Primary

History:

Acts

Primary

Letters:

21 Letters

1 John, 2 John, 3 John

Secondary/Supplemental

Prophecy:

Revelation

Primary

Paul – The Apostle

Peter - Disciple/Apostle

John – Disciple/Apostle
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Romans
I Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
I Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
? Hebrews
James – ½ brother of Jesus
1 Peter
2 Peter
I John
2 John
3 John
Jude – ½ brother of Jesus

Primary Books (6) means that these books stand alone in what they communicate while
the Secondary/Supplemental Books (21) provide additional information to what the
Primary Books record.
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Gospels: Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

The word Gospel means “good news” and the good news is that God Offers Salvation Providing
Eternal Life through faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection for the payment of our sins, which
separate us from God. When we trust and commit our lives to Jesus our separation problem is no
longer a problem because we are united/reconciled to God. (Did you catch the Gospel acrostic?)
See Appendix E for the full Gospel presentation.

Matthew, Mark and Luke are what are referred to as the synoptic Gospels because they describe
events from a similar point of view, as contrasted with John’s Gospel which focuses more time
on Jesus’ final week than the other 3 Gospels.
Each Gospel tells Jesus’ story from a different point of view and was written to different
audiences:
 Matthew was written to the Jews and points to Jesus as the promised Messiah.
 Mark was written to the Romans and points to Jesus as the Suffering Servant.
 Luke was written to the Greeks and points to Jesus as the Son of Man.
 John was written to everyone and points to Jesus as Son of God.
The book of Acts was written by the same writer as the Gospel of Luke (Luke the physician, a
companion of Paul) and is the only non-Jew (Gentile) God used to record Scripture.
Col 4:14
14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor,
Philem 1:23-24
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.
The book of Acts continues Luke’s communication with an unknown Greek man named
Theophilus. Luke was not an eyewitness of Jesus, but he “investigated” the claims about Jesus
from the beginning (most likely interviewed eyewitnesses).
Luke 1:1-4
1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us,
2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and
servants of the word. 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from
the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
Acts 1:2
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach…
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Luke was a physician, fellow worker and a companion of the Apostle Paul, and accompanied
Paul on some of his missionary journeys. These journeys can be identified by the “we” passages
in the book of Acts where Luke includes himself in the story (Acts 16:10-18, 20:4-21:19, 27:128:30).
In Acts, Luke picks up where he left off in the Gospel of Luke with Jesus’ final instruction to the
Disciples/Apostles and His going up to Heaven before their eyes. After writing about the process
the Apostles used in replacing Judas Iscariot, Luke writes about the beginning of “the Church”
(Acts 2). The book of Acts is sometimes referred to as the Acts of the Apostles, but the better
title is the Acts of the Holy Spirit, because we see the promised Holy Spirit indwelling the
followers of Jesus (the beginning of the Church) and His continued work throughout the book.
Side Note: It is vital to understand that the Church is not a building or a denomination, but
people who follow Jesus. God’s intent for His Church was and is one Church united under Jesus
and the growth of His Kingdom.

Ephesians 4:3-6
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one
body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
John 17:20-21
20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
The first mention of the Church was by Jesus as recorded in Matthew 16:18 where He said “…I
tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will
not overcome it.
The rock that Jesus was referring to was the truth Peter spoke in verse 16 when he said "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God." It was on this truth and not on Peter (rock) that Jesus’
church is built on. I mention this because the Catholic Church believes this was Jesus choosing
Peter as the leader (Pope) of the Church. It is true that Peter was a leader, but the church was not
built on Peter but on Jesus and the fact that He is the “Christ” the promised Savior who came to
fix our sin and separation problem with God.
Unfortunately, Jesus’ church is divided by denominationalism and is not united. As you can see,
there is no mention of denominations in the Bible. Christianity was first referred to as “the Way”.
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Acts 9:1-2
9:1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he
found any there who belonged to the Way,…

Acts 19:9
9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way.
Acts 19:23
23 About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way.
Acts 24:14
However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which they
call a sect.
Acts 24:22
22 Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way
This refers back to Jesus’ statement that He was “the way” to the Father (John 14:6).
John 14:5-6
5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?"
6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.
In Acts 11:25-26 we see followers of Jesus were first called Christians in Antioch:
Acts 11:25-26
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him
to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great
numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
Another name followers of Jesus were known by was the Nazarene sect because Jesus was from
Nazareth (Matthew 2:22-23; John 1:44-45; Acts 24:5)
Acts 24:5
5 "We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all over the
world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect.
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Matt 2:22-23
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he (Joseph) withdrew to the district of
Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said
through the prophets: "He (Jesus) will be called a Nazarene."
John 1:44-45
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael
and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the
prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."
It is important to understand that the book of Acts is a history book because it records the history
of the Church which is a major part of His-Story and our-Story.
In the book of Acts we see how the followers of Jesus lived as followers of Jesus, how they
interacted with one another, how they interacted with the culture around them and how the
culture around them interacted with them.
Another major aspect of the book of Acts is that we see how God interacted with and used two
people in the early Church, Peter and Paul. In Acts 2-8 we follow Peter and his role in the early
Church, and in Act 9-28 we follow Saul/Paul and his role in the early church. Peter is the writer
of 1 and 2 Peter and most likely the eyewitness behind the Gospel of Mark. It is believed that
Peter spoke as Mark recorded what was written (John Mark – see Appendix II).
In Acts 12-21 Paul goes on what is known as 3 missionary journeys where he spreads the Gospel
and forms churches on two continents (Asia and Europe). It is during this time that he writes 13
letters known as epistles to the new believers to help them understand how to live as followers of
Jesus.
1. Galatians--A.D. 49-50
2. 1 Thessalonians--A.D. 51
3. 2 Thessalonians--A.D. 51-52
4. 1 Corinthians--A.D. 55
5. 2 Corinthians--A.D. 55-56
6. Romans-- A.D. 56
7. Ephesians--A.D. 60-62
8. Philippians--A.D. 60-62
9. Philemon--A.D. 60-62
10. Colossians--A.D. 60-62
11. 1 Timothy--A.D. 62-64
12. Titus--A.D. 62-64
13. 2 Timothy--A.D. 66-67

4 Prison Epistles – letters written from prison.

3 Pastoral Epistles – helping Timothy and Titus
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As you read the Bible, it’s a good idea to get a chronological Bible – written in chronological
order so the letters of Paul line up as he wrote them during his missionary journeys. This will
help you get a good understanding of what was going on in the Churches during the time of the
book of Acts and how Paul helped them follow Jesus, His way. Go to
https://reach.lmiq.org/reach-jesus-journey/ to see Harmony of the Gospels – The Life of Jesus.
Harmony of the Gospels combines the 4 Gospels chronologically so that you can see the
complete life of Jesus in one resource.
The Apostle John is another major contributor to the New Testament writing 5 of the 27 books:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

John--A.D. 80-90
1 John--A.D. 90-95
2 John--A.D. 90-95
3 John--A.D. 90-95
Revelation--A.D. 94-96

Two of the other books were written by two of Jesus’ half brothers James and Jude, which is
amazing because they are not listed as followers until after the resurrection. Imagine the stories
they could tell.
Matt 13:55
55 "Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers James,
Joseph, Simon and Judas?
John 7:3-5
3 Jesus' brothers said to him, "You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that your disciples
may see the miracles you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret.
Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world." 5 For even his own brothers did
not believe in him.
1 Cor. 15:7
7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,
Acts 1:9,12-14
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight.
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's
walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They
all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with his brothers.
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James is a leader in the early church in Jerusalem:
Gal 2:9
9 James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars,
Acts 15:12-13
12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the
miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. 13 When they
finished, James spoke up:
Acts 21:18-19
18 The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see James, and all the elders were present. 19
Paul greeted them and reported in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his
ministry.
Truth Bomb: The resurrection of Jesus changed everything! It’s the resurrection that caused
Jesus’ brothers to go from unbelievers to believers. The resurrection is the greatest evidence
proving that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, who became the Son of Man so we could
become sons of God.
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The dates used are fallible and one of several human opinions regarding the historical events listed. Only God’s Word (Bible) is infallible.
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Side Note: Let me encourage you to research the Apostles to get a complete picture of their lives
and ministry in resources like Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary or from an online source like
GotQuestions.org [See Appendix D for a list of Bible study resources].
Future Events:
Earlier in this section I provided you with the 14 Time Periods of the Bible which is divided by 9
Old Testament Time Periods and 5 New Testament Time Periods. The 10th time period has come
and gone (Messianic/Gospel Era – [6-4 B.C. - AD 33]), and is known as Jesus’ first coming.
The 11th time period is known as the “Church Age” which we are still in. The final 3 time
periods (Tribulation Era, Millennial Kingdom, and Eternal Kingdom) are yet to come.
The main event in the future events is the Second Coming of Jesus. His first coming was to
save and redeem us (fix our sin and separation problem). His second coming will be as King
Jesus which occurs during the 12th time period known as the “Millennial Kingdom” (See
Appendix K). Before Jesus’ second coming there is the 11th time period known as the
“Tribulation Era” (See Appendix J).
Truth Bomb: The Tribulation Era, Millennial Kingdom Era, and the Eternal Kingdom Era are
all known as End Time events and are the most difficult to comprehend. However, it is what
most new/young followers and non–followers of Jesus are most eager to learn. Let me encourage
you to focus on Matthew- Jude, before getting into the book of Revelation, which talks about the
end time events. The book of Revelation is for those who have a good understanding of the other
65 books. In order to properly understand the end time events in the book of Revelation, we also
need to properly understand Daniel 9:24-27 and Mathew 24 which helps clarify the 7 year
Tribulation period. See Appendix J for additional information about the Tribulation Era.
Another important thing to understand is that there are many different views on end time events
and it is something you will have to study throughout your life – being a Berean as you look into
these things.
Final word of encouragement regarding the Bible:
As I have mentioned previously, spending time with God through reading and studying the Bible
is as important as eating. We can no more expect to be physically and mentally healthy if we fail
to eat good food every day, than we can expect to be spiritually healthy if we fail to feed on the
Word of God every day.
Therefore, make spending time with God in prayer and reading and studying His Word a regular
part of your day all the days of your life. God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life
and the best way to discover this plan is to know what He has revealed about this in the Bible.
See Appendix L – Discovering the will of God.
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Truth Bomb: We read the Bible not only to discover who God is and what He has done for us,
but, we read and study God’s Word so we can help others discover who God is and what He’s
done for us. Jesus told His followers to tell others about Him. This is known as making disciples.
Matt 28:18-20
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Let me encourage you as the Apostle Paul encouraged Timothy, and as the Apostle Peter
did:
2 Tim 2:15
15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to
be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
1 Peter 3:15
15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect,…
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Chapter 3 – Us
So, now that you’ve seen the abundant excellent evidence for the existence of God and that the
Bible is God’s written revelation – His-story about our-story, as well as His written manual for
our lives, where do we go from here? Great question!
First let’s look at what the Bible says about us, why we exist and why things are the way they
are, and then we will look at what the Bible says about how we are to live.
Why We Exist and Why Things Are the Way They Are:
The short answer to why we exist according to the Bible is to know God, and to live for God (to
live His way), and to tell others about Him. Let’s look at what the Bible says. The best place to
start is in the book of beginnings, the first book of the Bible which is known as the Book of
Genesis which means beginnings.
Assignment: Read Genesis Chapters 1-3
In Genesis we see that our great, great, great, …… Grandparents (Adam and Eve) messed up by
disobeying God, which is called sin and is referred to as “The Fall” (Genesis 3). It’s called the
fall because Adam and Eve, and all of creation fell from perfection, and worst of all they fell
from their perfect relationship with God. [See Appendix P – The Fall]
When God made Adam and Eve He told them not to eat from “the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil” and if they did they would “die”. (Genesis 2:15-17).
The word “die” means “separation”. God was telling them that if they disobeyed Him they would
be separated from Him (spiritual death), separated from His perfect creation, and ultimately
separated from their bodies and life on earth (physical death).
As we see in Genesis Chapter 3, Adam and Eve did disobey God with the help of Satan/Serpent
and their relationship with God changed, and the world they lived in changed. They no longer
walked with God in the garden, they were separated from this close intimate relationship, and
God’s perfect creation was now corrupted. Sin entered the world and the world would never be
the same. This event is known as the “Fall”. The human race and the world they lived in would
now know good and evil, and experience the consequences of both. That’s why bad things
happen. We live in a fallen world and suffer the effects of it all the days of our lives. But God
did not leave us without hope.
In Genesis 3:15 God said He was going to fix the problem.
Gen 3:14-15
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, You are cursed more
than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you
shall eat dust All the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His
heel." (NKJV)
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When God mentions the woman’s offspring/seed He’s referring to a biological miracle which
later in His-story is fulfilled in the virgin birth of Jesus. The reference to “her Seed” is a
biological miracle because the male carries the biological seed for reproduction (creation of
babies). In Matthew 1:18-25 we have the record of Jesus’ virgin birth which is the fulfillment of
God’s promise in Genesis 3:15. As we see, Mary’s conception of Jesus was the result of the Holy
Spirit and not union with a man which was a one-time only miracle.6
When God is pronouncing judgment on Satan/Serpent in Genesis 3:15, God said “He will crush
your head and you will strike His heel.” The first “He” is referring to Jesus crushing/destroying
Satan and his plan to destroy God’s plan to fix humanities’ separation problem. The “you” is
referring to Satan and his attempt to destroy God’s plan by crucifying Jesus. As we see the
crucifixion was a temporary injury just like a “strike on the heel” would be. We also see that
Jesus’ resurrection was the permanent destruction of Satan’s plan to keep humanity separated
from God for eternity, just like getting your “head crushed” would result in a permanent
injury/death. See Appendix F. for the full story of Satan’s battle with God.
Truth Bomb: Jesus’ death on the cross for the payment of our disobedience/sin was the
fulfillment of God’s promise to fix our separation problem.
Berean Moment: You are probably asking how I got all that from Genesis 3:15. Good
question! I had the same question when I first heard this explanation. You will discover as I did
that the entire Old Testament progressively reveals how God fulfilled His initial promise to fix
humanity’s separation problem given in Genesis 3:15. This promise is known as the Messianic
promise. The word Messianic is a form of the word Messiah which means “Savior.” In Genesis
3:15 and throughout the Old Testament, God promised to send a “Savior” to fix our separation
problem from God. The New Testament records the fulfillment of this promise and the
“Savior” which is Jesus Christ. The word “Christ” also means “Anointed One/Savior”. The
New Testament tells us that Jesus is the promised “Messiah” from the Old Testament (John
5:39- 40, 46-47; Luke 24:27, 44).
John 5:39-40
39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.
These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life.
John 5:46-47
46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But since you do
not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"
Luke 24:27
27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all
the Scriptures concerning himself.
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Luke 24:44
44 He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."
From Genesis Chapter 3:16 throughout the rest of the Old Testament we see the
consequences of Adam and Eve’s disobedience play out in their lives and the lives of their
descendents. The Bible tells us that one of the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin was that all
humanity would be born with a sin nature and separated from God (Psalm 51:5, Romans 5:12),
which is the reason we all need a Savior.
Psalms 51:5
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this
way death came to all men, because all sinned—
In Genesis 3:21 we see the first physical death and the grace of God given to Adam and Eve as a
picture of God’s future grace of covering all humanity’s sin through Jesus’ death on the cross.
Gen 3:21
21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.
In Genesis 3:21 we see that God shed the blood [killed] of some innocent animals as a substitute
to pay the penalty for Adam and Eve’s sin (Hebrews 9:22) and used their skins to make clothes
to cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness. This is an example of how God used events in the Old
Testament as a way to show how He progressively reveals how He would fix our sin and
separation problem. 1 John 2:2 tells us that Jesus is “the atoning sacrifice for our sins”. The
word “atone” means “to cover”, as in Jesus shed His blood on the cross to cover our sins to fix
our separation problem with God.
Heb 9:22
…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
Truth Bomb: Jesus’ death on the cross makes it possible for all humanity to be reconciled to
God, but in order for us to be reconciled, we need to receive Jesus as Savior and Lord by trusting
that He died in our place to pay our penalty for our sins, and commit to living our lives His way.
See Appendix E. – The Gospel for a complete explanation.
From Genesis Chapter 3:16 throughout the rest of the Old Testament God records how He
prepared the world for the coming of His promised Messiah.
Assignment: Read Genesis 4-11
From Genesis 3:16–11:32 we see that God allowed the consequences of sin to play themselves
out: Cain kills his brother Abel (Genesis 4:8-9). Most of the human race rejects God, causing
God to wipe out everyone and everything except for Noah, his family and two of every kind of
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animal (Genesis 6-9:17). Noah and his family re-establish the human race, but within 100 years
the human race one again chooses to live their way instead of God’s way, resulting in God
changing human language from one to many, causing the human race to separate and scatter into
many people groups (Genesis 9:18-11:32).
Berean Moment: You probably wondered why God lists “who begot who”, or “who was born
to who”. God is establishing the Messianic line. God is communicating which family the
promised Messiah would come through. We see this family line given to us in Matthew 1:1-17
(Joseph’s family line) and Luke 3:23-37 (Mary’s family line). These two Messianic lines let us
know that Jesus is the promised Messiah because He comes from the families that God said the
Messiah would come from (Abraham and King David specifically). There are other notable,
famous and familiar Bible people who are also in Jesus’ family tree, such as Rahab (Joshua 2),
Ruth and Boaz (Book of Ruth). The more you know the Old Testament the more you will
recognize some of the names in Jesus’ family tree (genealogy).
Truth Bomb: There are a few challenges in completely understanding Jesus’ genealogies, but
they are better understood when you exercise your Berean-ness by doing further research on
this topic. The same is true with all Bible challenges that you run across. Always look into
these things yourself as a good Berean.
After God separated humans into people groups/nations, He then chose one people group who
He would use and prepare to reveal the coming of the Messiah, and ultimately who the Messiah
would come through. That people group/nation is known as Israel.
God’s Chosen People
Assignment: Read Genesis 12-20
Beginning in Genesis 12, God tells us who He chose, and how He chose to begin the nation of
Israel as well as other nations.
In Genesis 12 we are introduced to Abram of Ur of the Chaldeans (Gen 11:31). As we see God
communicated with Abram, and told him to “leave his country, his people, and his father’s
household and go to a land he would later reveal.” (v.1). This must have been an incredibly
crazy and confusing encounter! Just think how you would have responded if you were Abram.
There is much to learn about Abram, who later is known as Abraham, and much that has been
written about him in the Bible, but for now let’s focus on the promise God makes to Abram in
Genesis 12:2-3: “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name
great and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will
curse; all people on the earth will be blessed through you."
This promise is known as the “Abrahamic Covenant” and is further expanded in Genesis 15:1821. There is much to be said about this, but I first want to focus on how God would bless all the
people of the earth through Abraham.
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As mentioned earlier, God records the family tree that would produce the promised Messiah and
Abram is in that tree. So, God blesses all the people of the earth by first creating the nation of
Israel from Abram’s family, and from this family would come those whom God would use to
write the Bible, and through whom the promised Messiah would come. So, it is through the Bible
and through Jesus that all the people of the earth would be blessed.
Berean Moment: You may be asking yourself, how were the people in the Old Testament
blessed by Jesus? The New Testament tells us that Abram/Abraham was seen/credited as
righteous by God because he believed the promise of God (Romans 4:22).
Rom 4:18-22
18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just
as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 19 Without weakening in his faith, he
faced the fact that his body was as good as dead — since he was about a hundred years old —
and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why "it was credited to
him as righteousness."*
* Genesis 15:6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
Therefore, the people in the Old Testament era were reconciled/saved by faith/belief just like
those born after Jesus’ death and resurrection. Those born before Jesus’ death and resurrection
were reconciled to God by believing that God was going to send the Messiah, and those born
afterward were reconciled to God by believing that Jesus was the Messiah/Christ that God
promised to send to fix our sin/separation problem.
Additional Berean Moment: You may be thinking, hold on now, what about the people before
Abram and those who were not in Abram’s family?
The people before Abram were reconciled to God the same way, through faith in God’s promise
to fix their sin/separation problem as given to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:15. Prior to the written
record of God promises (Genesis 3:15 and 12:2-3) these promises were passed verbally from
person to person. Adam and Eve told their children, who told their children, who told…
So, what about those people who don’t have a Bible and have not heard the promises of God?
Great question! The short answer is that God knows who will believe and who won’t believe
because He’s all-knowing, and therefore He chooses those He knows will believe His promises
(Ephesians 1:4) and makes sure they will hear His promises.
Eph 1:4
4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.
Truth Alert: The words believe, belief and faith are the same and have the meaning of trusting
that something is true, and therefore making a commitment to live by that truth. So, when God
says that “whoever believes in Jesus won’t perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16) He means
that those who trust that Jesus died for them to pay the penalty of their sins and commit to live
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His way will no longer be separated from Him, but will be reconciled to Him forever. The word
“believe” means to “trust and commit”.7
The other promises God made to Abram in Genesis 12:2-3 were fulfilled as follows:







“I will make you into a great nation, - The nation of Israel
and I will bless you; - read Genesis 12-50
I will make your name great – Well known and respected throughout history.
and you will be a blessing. As evidenced by the history of Israel and Jesus
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; - As evidenced by
the history of Israel.
all people on the earth will be blessed through you." - Jesus

How are we to live?
The short answer to this question is God’s way. The detailed answers are contained in the Books
of the New Testament.
Truth Bomb: We cannot live God’s way apart from trusting and committing our lives to Jesus
as Savior and Lord.
So, what does it mean to trust and commit our lives to Jesus as Lord and Savior? Great question!
1. We trust that Jesus is the promised Messiah/Savior who died in our place to pay the
penalty for our sins.
2. We then commit our lives to Jesus as our master/Lord, to live His way instead of our
way. The word Lord means Master – the one in control of our lives.
See Appendix E for the complete explanation of the good news that God Offers Salvation
Providing Eternal Life.
Once we make this commitment, we then begin a life long journey of learning how to follow
Jesus His way. This includes developing our relationship with God by letting Him speak to us
through His Word (Bible) and living the way He tells us to live, by the power of His Spirit that
lives in us (see Appendix G for more details on the indwelling Holy Spirit). It includes living
along side other believers, known as the Church (see Appendix H for details about God’s
Church), and helping non-followers of Jesus to be followers of Jesus (see Appendix I).

7

Believe (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers [4100] and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew
Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)
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Conclusion:
There is a God who loves you and created you to know Him, and this Creator has revealed who
He is through creation, the Bible and His Son, Jesus Christ. This Creator made it possible for us
to know Him and live for Him, His way, through His Son, Jesus, and He has given everyone the
choice to receive or reject Jesus as Savior and Lord. Those who choose to trust and commit their
life to Jesus as Savior and Lord, will be with God now and for eternity (Heaven). For those who
choose not to trust and commit their life to Jesus as Savior and Lord, God will honor their
choice, and they will be separated from God now and for eternity in a place known as Hell.
It is my prayer that you will choose to follow God His way by trusting and committing your life
to Jesus.
GLOSSARY
Believe – To trust that something’s true and to then commit to that truth. Biblically it means to trust
that Jesus is the promised Messiah/Christ and to commit our lives to Him as Savior and Lord.
Christ/Messiah – Christ and Messiah are the same words, Christ is the Greek word, and Messiah is the
Hebrew word for the “Anointed One”. “The one anointed by God and empowered by God's spirit to
deliver His people and establish His kingdom.”8
Faith – Believing what we do not see (Hebrew 11:1). Faith Acrostic: Forsaking All I Trust Him
Heb 11:1
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
Denomination – A group of individuals who identify themselves under a specific name/identity
(Catholics, Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, and Presbyterians are a few) under the umbrella of
Christianity that have different beliefs and practices from other denominations.
God – The creator and sustainer of the universe who has provided humankind with a revelation of
Himself through creation and through His Son, Jesus Christ.9
Grace – Unmerited favor. To receive what we did not deserve (salvation). Grace Acrostic: God’s Riches
At Christ’s Expense.
Lord – Master, ruler over something. Jesus is Lord because He is God and ruler over all creation.
Mercy – Not receiving what we deserve (Hell – eternal separation from God).
Messianic – see Christ/Messiah
New Testament – The word Testament means “Covenant” which means agreement. So the new
covenant/agreement is salvation through Jesus.

8

9

Messiah (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
God (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
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Old Testament – The Old Covenant was a relationship with God through the Law (10 Commandments)
which pointed people to their need for a Savior (Galatians 3:24).
Orthodox – The truths of the Bible. Historical biblical teaching.
Reconcile/Reconciliation - The process by which God and man are brought together again.10
Redeem/Redemption - Deliverance by payment of a price. In the New Testament, redemption refers to
salvation from sin, death, and the wrath of God by Christ's sacrifice.11
Repent/Repentance – To turn, to change directions. As in turn from our self reliance, and our worship of
anything other than Him, and turn to Him as Savior and Lord.
Revelation - God's communication to people concerning Himself, His moral standards, and His plan of
salvation.12
Person – Personality is that which constitutes and characterizes a person. For full personality there
must be self-consciousness, with the capability of free thought and action-self-determination-hence, we
speak of personal character, personal action, etc. A person is thus a responsible being, while an animal is
not.13
Salvation/Saved – To be saved from something. Biblically, to be rescued from eternal separation from
God and given eternal life and adoption as a child of God.
Savior – One who saves. Jesus is Savior because he saved us and provided salvation.
Triune/Trinity – The coexistence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the unity of the Godhead
(divine nature or essence). 14

10

Reconciliation (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Redemption (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
12
Revelation (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
13
Person (from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright © 1996, 2003 by
Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
14
Trinity (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
11
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Appendix
Appendix A: Space to record words you didn’t know before.
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Appendix B – How To Read The Bible:
Daily – Plan to meet with God daily in a quiet spot where you can be alone with God, uninterrupted for
a short amount of time. Start with 10 minutes and if you can stay longer and want to, then do so. Just as
you eat daily so you can be physically and emotionally healthy, feed from God’s Word daily to be
Spiritual strong and healthy.
Prayerfully – Start you time with God prayerfully. Simply talk with God and let Him know that you want
to spend time with Him, that you want to learn about Him, and that you want His help doing this. We
speak to God by talking to Him (prayer); He speaks to us through the Bible and His Spirit.
Expectantly – Because God wants you to know Him, expect that He’s going to reveal Himself to you as
you meet with Him. If you have trusted and committed your life to Jesus as Savior and Lord, then you
have the Spirit of God living in you who will guide you. It is the Spirit of God who takes the Word of God
to transform the children of God.
1 Cor. 2:12
We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand
what God has freely given us.
2 Tim 1:14
Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you — guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives
in us.
1 Cor. 3:16
Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?
Boldly – God invites to come to Him with confidence that we may find mercy and grace.
Heb 4:16
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help
in time of need. (NKJV)
Intentionally – Along with your Bible, have something to write with (note book, computer) and write
down the things you have questions about. First, ask God to help you and then you can also ask
someone you know for help, or you can look for answers online from the resources I’ve listed at my
website: www.LMIQ.org. Be careful online as there are untrustworthy websites. Always follow your
parent rules for being online.
As I mentioned in the Bible section of His-Story, use the Observation, Interpretation, Application
method:
First, we read, we observe what is being said.
Second, we interpret what we observe. We do this by looking up words to discover their meaning.
To effectively do this, we need to know that the original language of the first 39 books of the Bible
(also known as the Old Testament) is Hebrew, and the remaining 27 books (known as the New
Testament) is written in Greek. By knowing this, we can look up the words in resources known as
concordances and bible dictionaries to discover their original meaning.
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Third, apply what you have read. This is where we apply what you have discovered about God to our
life. For example, if we discover that God is all knowing, then we would conclude that we should
believe what He says.
James 1:22-25
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror
24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the
man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not
forgetting what he has heard, but doing it — he will be blessed in what he does.
Appendix C – Additional evidence for the existence of God:
http://www.amazon.com/Evidence-That-Demands-Verdict-Volume/dp/0840743785
Appendix D – Bible Study Resources:
Before there were computers and the internet people relied on books such as concordances, Bible
dictionaries, commentaries, and encyclopedias to help them understand the Bible better. Today there
are computer Bible programs and the internet to look up information to help you understand the Bible.
Visit my website www.LMIQ.org for online resources.
I also use Bible Soft PC Bible Study program on my computer which has all the tools I need to get
information to help me understand the Bible better. Visit www.biblesoft.com for additional information.
List of Resources:
Concordances – A concordance gives you the word in its original language (Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic)
and gives you the definition in English. Two common concordances are Strong’s and Young’s.
Bible Dictionary – A bible dictionary gives you the meanings of words found in the Bible. Some well
know bible dictionaries are: Nelson’s, Unger’s and Vines.
Bible Encyclopedia – Bible encyclopedias usually give more back ground information on a variety of
topics found in the Bible. A well known bible encyclopedia is the International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia.
Commentaries – A commentary is a resource written by an educated person who provides information
on what a passage and book are about, usually giving back ground information and other helpful
information that helps us understand what the original author was trying to communicate. Word of
advice: be a Berean; don’t take what the commentary writer is saying as fact without seeing if it lines up
with Scripture. Also realize that people who write commentaries are not perfect and usually come with a
certain denominational background and write from that background.
The Bible – A good way to get a better understanding for what a passage of Scripture is talking about is
to look it up in other versions of the Bible. Other versions will use different words and phrases to
communicate the same truth. The New Living Translation and the Amplified Bible are good bibles for
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getting a clear meaning of a passage. You can do this online at www.youversion.com or
www.biblegateway.com
Another excellent resource is a “Study Bible”. These Bibles come with notes and back ground
information. The same word of advice given above applies to study bibles.

Appendix E:

The Gospel
The word “Gospel” means good news
and the good news is
God Offers Salvation Providing Eternal Life
1. God loves you, He created you, and
He has a wonderful plan for your life.
The Bible says, "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life" (John 3:16).
The key word in this verse is believes. Most people believe in Jesus;
they believe He existed the same way George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln existed. The word "believes" means more than to
know something; Biblically it means, to trust and commit, as in to
trust in and commit one's life to God.
ILLUSTRATION - Satan Believed:
Satan was an eyewitness; he was there at Jesus' birth, death, burial,
and resurrection. Satan believes, but he refuses to commit his life to
God, and refused to make Jesus his Lord & Savior.
[see Matthew 4:1-11]
God not only wants to give us eternal life, He wants us to have a full
and meaningful life here on earth: Jesus said: I came that they may
have life, and might have it abundantly [that it may be full and
meaningful] (John 10:10)
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The Abundant Life Explained: It's a life filled with: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol.
Gal 5:22-23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (NIV)
What keeps us from living the "abundant life" God has created
us for?

2. Man is sinful and separated from God;
therefore, he cannot know and
experience God's love and plan for
his life.
The Bible says, "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"
(Romans 3:23)
The Bible says, "The wages of sin is death" [separation from God]
(Romans 6:23)
Sin Defined:
When we think of sin, many times we think only of robbery, murder,
adultery, etc. But the Bible tells us that sin is anything that violates
His standards. Anything we do that we shouldn't, like lying or stealing
are sins of commission. Anything we should do but don't, like
failing to pray or read the Bible, or to truly love our neighbor- these
are sins of omission. There are not only sins in deed but also sins in
word and thought like lying, cursing, lust, pride, and hatred. The Bible
says these are all sins. Sin is falling short of the mark, God's perfect
standard.
James 2:10
"For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point
is guilty of breaking all of it." (NIV)
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ILLUSTRATION - Three Sins a Day Illustration:
Suppose a person sinned only three times a day. Why, he would
practically be an angel! Imagine if no more often than three times a
day did he think unkind thoughts, or lie, or fail to do what he ought
towards God and man he would be a pretty fine person, would he
not? Even if he were this good, he would still have over 1,000
transgressions a year! If he lived to be the average age of 70, he
would have 70,000 violations of the Law of God on his records. Think
what would happen to a habitual offender in a criminal court with
70,000 transgressions on his record!
ILLUSTRATION - Omelet with Bad Egg Illustration:
If you were to prepare an omelet with five good eggs and one rotten
egg, you couldn't serve it to company and expect it to be acceptable.
Even less can we serve up our lives to God, which may have many
things in them that men would call good, and yet are filled with deeds
and thoughts that are rotten, and expect them to be acceptable to
God. Scripture says, "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all" (James 2:10). If we want to
get to heaven by our good works, then all we have to do is be
perfect. God's standard is complete obedience to Him for all time. We
all fall short of this.
God is Holy, which means that He is perfect, and therefore
will not allow imperfection (sin) in heaven. Based on the fact
that all have sinned and God will not allow sin into heaven,
we have a problem.

3. God solved that problem through His
one and only Son, Jesus. Through Him
we can know and experience God's
love and plan for our lives.
The Bible says, "God demonstrated His own love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8)
The Bible Says, "For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, to bring you to God." (1 Pet 3:18)
The Bible says Jesus is the Only Way to God.
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Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father but through me." (John 14:6)
Notice that Jesus said I am THE way, not a way, I am
THE truth, not a truth, I am THE life, not a life.
The Bible says: "Salvation is found in no one else (Jesus), for there is
no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be
saved." (Acts 4:12)
The Bible tells us that Salvation/Heaven is a gift.
The Bible says, "By grace you have been saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God; not as a result of works that
no one should boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9)
In this verse there are a few words that aren't commonly
used: grace and faith.
The word grace means receiving what we don't deserve
(Heaven). Another way of remembering what grace is, is the
way it's spelled:
G - God's
R - Riches
A - At
C - Christ's
E - Expense
God's Riches: heaven and a full meaningful life here on earth. At
Christ's expense: the fact that He left the glories of heaven to live as
a man and die in our place.
ILLUSTRATION: A Friends Gift:
No amount of personal effort, good works or religious deeds can earn
a place in heaven for you because eternal life, like any genuine gift, is
free. Suppose your best friend (wife, husband, mother, etc) were to
surprise you with an expensive gift. Let's suppose your response
would be that of immediately digging into your purse or wallet for a
couple of bills to help pay for the gift. How do you think that person
would feel? What an insult that would be. You must accept gifts
freely. If you pay even a penny, it is no longer a gift. It’s the same
with eternal life.
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We receive Christ through faith. A good way to understand
saving faith is by the way it's spelled:
F - Forsaking
A - All
I-I
T - Trust
H – Him
I'm not trusting the fact that I'm a good person, I'm not
trusting that I was born into a Christian family, I'm not
trusting my church attendance, I'm not trusting the fact
that I read the Bible, and I'm not trusting my good
works. I'm trusting in the fact that Jesus died on the cross
to pay for my sins, and through faith I have been restored
(redeemed) back to God. I am no longer separated from God.

4. We must individually receive Jesus
Christ as our Savior and Lord; then
we can know and experience God's
love and plan for our lives.
The Bible says, "As many as receive Him, to them He gave the right
to become children of God." (John 1:12)
We receive Christ by turning from self and sin, turning to God
(a.k.a. repentance), and personally inviting Christ to come into
our lives as Savior and Lord.
Lord (Master - giving Jesus full control over one's life)
The Bible says, "But unless you repent, you shall all likewise perish."
(Luke 13:3b)
Illustration - Repentance:
If we were driving down the street, and I asked you to turn, I would be
asking you to change directions. That's what it means to repent.
The Bible says, "If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved" (Romans 10:9).
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Saved means that you are saved from the penalty of sin (eternal
separation from God) and given eternal life with God.
Jesus said: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears
My voice and opens the door, I will come into him..." (Revelation
3:20)
Notice that Jesus is standing there waiting for you to invite Him into
your life. He's not forcing His way into your life, but waiting for you to
invite Him in.
If you have been misled or believed a misperception about what it
takes to get right with God, now is the time to commit your life to
Jesus as Savior and Lord.
You Can Receive Jesus Right Now By Faith Through Prayer
(talking to God).
ABC's of Salvation:
A - Acknowledge your sin.
B - Believe in the Lord, Jesus Christ.
C - Commit your life to Jesus as Lord and Savior.
God knows your heart and is not as concerned with your
words as He is with the attitude of your heart. The following is
a suggested prayer:
"Lord Jesus, I acknowledge that I am a sinner, separated from you. I
believe You died for my sins, and I commit my life to You as my
Savior and Lord. Thank you for forgiving my sins and giving me
eternal life. Take control of my life, and make me the kind of person
You created me to be."
If you have committed your life to Jesus as Savior and Lord
you have just begun an awesome eternal journey with God.

NOW WHAT?
It is vitally important for you to commit yourself to a community of Bible
believing people who will love you and care for you, and who will commit
themselves to helping you grow in your relationship to our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
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Daily commit yourself in prayer and study of God's awesome life changing
Word.
The Bible says, "as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the Word, that
you may grow thereby" (1 Peter 2:2)
The Bible says, "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Appendix F – Full story of Satan’s battle with God
Overview: Satan is a created being (angel) who was the head angel in Heaven. However Satan was not
happy with his position under God and wanted to be above God. Therefore, God removed him from
Heaven and allowed him to go to the earth (Genesis 3) where he attempted to destroy God’s plan to
have a personal, intimate relationship with humans (one of the main story lines in the Bible). Think of
Satan as a spoiled child who had it all, lost it all and is attempting to keep people from having what he
lost (a close personal relationship with God now and for eternity).
Full View: SATAN [SAY tuhn] (adversary) - the great opposer, or adversary, of God and man; the
personal name of the devil.
The Hebrew word from which Satan comes sometimes refers to human enemies (1 Sam 29:4; Ps 109:6).
Once it referred to the angel of the Lord who opposed Balaam (Num 22:22). But whenever this word is
used as a proper name in the Old Testament, it refers to the great superhuman enemy of God, man, and
goodness (1 Chron. 21:1; Job 1:1-2:13). This use of the word also occurs frequently in the New
Testament.
Another common name for Satan in the New Testament is "the devil," meaning "slanderer" or "false
accuser." Other titles by which Satan is identified in the New Testament include "the tempter" (1 Thess.
3:5); "Beelzebub" (Matt 12:24); "the wicked one" (Matt 13:19,38); "the ruler of this world" (John 12:31);
"the god of this age" (2 Cor. 4:4); "Belial" (2 Cor. 6:15), "the prince of the power of the air" (Eph. 2:2);
and "the accuser of our brethren" (Rev. 12:10).
History: Two Old Testament passages - Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezek. 28:11-19-furnish a picture of Satan's
original condition, and the reasons for his loss of that position. These passages were addressed originally
to the kings of Babylon and Tyre. But in their long-range implications, many scholars believe they refer
to Satan himself. They tell of an exalted angelic being, one of God's creatures, who became proud and
ambitious. He determined to take over the throne of God for himself. But God removed him from his
position of great dignity and honor.
Building upon this foundation, Rev 12 sketches the further stages in Satan's work of evil. In his fall from
God's favor, Satan persuaded one third of the angels to join him in his rebellion (Rev. 12:3-4).
Throughout the Old Testament period he sought to destroy the messianic line. When the Messiah
became a man, Satan tried to eliminate Him (Rev. 12:4-5). During the future period of tribulation before
the Messiah's second coming, Satan will be cast out of the heavenly sphere (Rev. 12:7-12). Then he will
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direct his animosity toward the Messiah's people (Rev. 12:13-17). Rev. 20 notes the final phases of
Satan's work. He will be bound for a thousand years and then finally cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:2,
10).
Characteristics: As a result of his original status and authority, Satan has great power and dignity. So
great is his strength that Michael the archangel viewed him as a foe too powerful to oppose (Jude 9).
Satan's influence in worldly affairs is also clearly revealed (John 12:31). His various titles reflect his
control of the world system: "the ruler of this world" (John 12:31), "the god of this age" (2 Cor. 4:4), and
"the prince of the power of the air" (Eph. 2:2). The Bible declares, "The whole world lies under the sway
of the wicked one" (1 John 5:19).
Satan exercises his evil power through demons (Matt. 12:24; 25:41; Rev. 12:7, 9). An outburst of
demonic activity occurred when Jesus came to earth the first time because of the Savior's attack against
Satan's kingdom (Matt. 12:28-29; Acts 10:38). Another such outburst is expected just before the second
coming of Christ, because this will bring about the downfall of Satan and his angels (Rev. 9:3-17; 12:12;
18:2).
Satan also has high intelligence. Through it he deceived Adam and Eve and took over their rule of the
world for himself (Gen. 1:26; 3:1-7; 2 Cor. 11:3). His cleverness enables him to carry out his deceptive
work almost at will.
Yet Satan's attributes, impressive as they are, are not limitless. His power is subject to God's restrictions
(Job 1:12; Luke 4:6; 2 Thess. 2:7-8). The reins of God on his activities are illustrated by Satan's request to
God for permission to afflict Job (Job 1:7-12).
Satan is permitted to afflict God's people (Luke 13:16; 1 Thess. 2:18; Heb. 2:14). But he is never
permitted to win an ultimate victory over them (John 14:30-31; 16:33).
A part of Satan's continuing ambition to replace God is his passionate yearning to have others worship
him (Matt. 4:8-9; Rev. 13:4, 12). Since God has frustrated this desire and put down Satan's rebellion, he
has become God's exact opposite. He is "the wicked one" (Matt. 13:19, 38), while God is "the Holy One"
(Isa. 1:4).
Satan's nature is malicious. His efforts in opposing God, His people, and His truth are tireless (Job 1:7;
2:2; Matt. 13:28). He is always opposed to man's best interests (1 Chron. 21:1; Zech. 3:1-2). Through his
role in introducing sin into the human family (Gen 3), Satan gained the power of death-a power which
Christ has broken through His crucifixion and resurrection (Heb. 2:14-15).
Methods: Of the various methods used by Satan in carrying out his evil work, none is more characteristic
than TEMPTATION (Matt. 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:5). Satan leads people into sin by various means. Sometimes he
does it by direct suggestion, as in the case of Judas Iscariot (John 13:2,27); sometimes through his agents
who disguise themselves as messengers of God (2 Thess. 2:9; 1 John 4:1); and sometimes through a
person's own weaknesses (1 Cor. 7:5). He tempted Christ directly, trying to lead Him into compromise by
promising Him worldly authority and power (Luke 4:5-8).
Along with his work of tempting mankind, Satan also delights in deception (1 Tim 3:6-7; 2 Tim 2:26). His
lying nature stands in bold contrast to the truth for which Christ stands (John 8:32, 44). The great
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falsehood which he uses so frequently is that good can be attained by doing wrong. This lie is apparent
in practically all of his temptations (Gen. 3:4-5). As the great deceiver, Satan is an expert at falsifying
truth (2 Cor. 11:13-15).
Satan's methods are designed ultimately to silence the gospel. He seeks to stop the spread of God's
Word (Matt 13:19; 1 Thess. 2:17-18). When the gospel is preached, Satan tries to blind people's
understanding so they cannot grasp the meaning of the message (2 Cor. 4:3-4; 2 Thess. 2:9-10). At times
he opposes the work of God by violent means (John 13:2, 27; 1 Peter 5:8; Rev. 12:13-17). He brings
disorder into the physical world by afflicting human beings (Job 1-2; 2 Cor. 12:7; Heb 2:14). Sometimes
God allows him to afflict His people for purposes of correction (1 Tim 1:20).
Defeat: Satan is destined to fail in his continuing rebellion against God. His final defeat is predicted in
the New Testament (Luke 10:18; John 12:31; Rev. 12:9; 20:10). The death of Christ on the cross is the
basis for Satan's final defeat (Heb. 2:14-15; 1 Peter 3:18, 22). This event was the grand climax to a sinless
life during which Jesus triumphed over the enemy repeatedly (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). The final
victory will come when Jesus returns, and Satan is cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20).
Strength for a Christian's victory over sin has also been provided through the death of Christ. We have
assurance that "the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet" (Rom. 16:20). But such personal
victory depends on our will to offer resistance to Satan's temptations (Eph. 4:25-27; 1 Peter 5:8-9). To
help Christians win this battle against Satan, God has provided the power of Christ's blood (Rev. 12:11),
the continuing prayer of Christ in heaven for believers (Heb. 7:25), the leading of the Holy Spirit (Gal.
5:16), and various weapons for spiritual warfare (Eph. 6:13-18).
Reality: Some people have trouble admitting the existence of such an enemy as Satan. But his presence
and activity are necessary to explain the problems of evil and suffering. The Bible makes it plain that
Satan exists and that his main work is to oppose the rule of God in the affairs of man.
Many wonder why God would allow Satan, this great embodiment of evil, to exist in His creation. No
completely satisfying answer to this question has been found. Perhaps He allows it to show that evil and
wrongdoing do not provide the key to the ultimate meaning of life which man so desperately desires.
Also see DEVIL.
(Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Appendix G – HOLY SPIRIT
The third person of the trinity, who exercises the power of the Father and the Son in creation and
redemption. Because the Holy Spirit is the power by which believers come to Christ and see with new
eyes of faith, He is closer to us than we are to ourselves. Like the eyes of the body through which we see
physical things, He is seldom in focus to be seen directly because He is the one through whom all else is
seen in a new light. This explains why the relationship of the Father and the Son is more prominent in
the gospels, because it is through the eyes of the Holy Spirit that the Father-Son relationship is viewed.
The Holy Spirit appears in the Gospel of John as the power by which Christians are brought to faith and
helped to understand their walk with God. He brings a person to new birth: "That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6); "It is the Spirit who gives life" (John
49

6:63). The Holy Spirit is the Paraclete, or Helper, whom Jesus promised to the disciples after His
ascension. The triune family of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are unified in ministering to believers (John
14:16, 26). It is through the Helper that Father and Son abide with the disciples (John 15:26).
This unified ministry of the trinity is also seen as the Spirit brings the world under conviction of sin,
righteousness, and judgment. He guides believers into all truth with what He hears from the Father and
the Son (John 15:26). It is a remarkable fact that each of the persons of the trinitarian family serves the
others as all defer to one another: The Son says what He hears from the Father (John 12:49-50); the
Father witnesses to and glorifies the Son (John 8:16-18, 50, 54); the Father and Son honor the Holy Spirit
by commissioning Him to speak in their name (John 14:16, 26); the Holy Spirit honors the Father and Son
by helping the community of believers.
Like Father and Son, the Holy Spirit is at the disposal of the other persons of the triune family, and all
three are one in graciously being at the disposal of the redeemed family of believers. The Holy Spirit's
attitude and ministry are marked by generosity; His chief function is to illumine Jesus' teaching, to glorify
His person, and to work in the life of the individual believer and the church.
This quality of generosity is prominent in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, where the Holy Spirit
prepares the way for the births of John the Baptist and Jesus the Son (Matt. 1:20; Luke 1:15, 35, 41). At
the baptism of Jesus, the Spirit of God is present in the form of a dove. This completes the presence of
the triune family at the inauguration of the Son's ministry (Matt. 3:16-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22;
John 1:33). Jesus is also filled with the Holy Spirit as He is led into the wilderness to be tempted (Luke
4:1). He claims to be anointed by the Spirit of the Lord in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (Isa.
61:1; Luke 4:18-19).
During His ministry, Jesus refers to the Spirit of God (Matt. 12:28-29; Luke 11:20) as the power by which
He is casting out demons, thereby invading the stronghold of Beelzebul and freeing those held captive.
Accordingly, the Spirit works with the Father and Son in realizing the redeeming power of the kingdom
of God. God's kingdom is not only the reign of the Son but also the reign of the Spirit, as all share in the
reign of the Father.
The person and ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Gospels is confirmed by His work in the early church.
The baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5) is the pouring out of the Spirit's power in missions and
evangelism (Acts 1:8). This prophecy of Jesus (and of Joel 2:28-32) begins on Pentecost (Acts 2:1-18).
Many of those who hear of the finished work of God in Jesus' death and resurrection (Acts 2:32-38)
repent of their sins. In this act of repentance, they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38),
becoming witnesses of God's grace through the Holy Spirit.
Paul's teaching about the Holy Spirit harmonizes with the accounts of the Spirit's activity in the gospels
and Acts. According to Paul, it is by the Holy Spirit that one confesses that Jesus is Lord (1 Cor 12:3).
Through the same Spirit varieties of gifts are given to the body of Christ to ensure its richness and unity
(1 Cor. 12:4-27). The Holy Spirit is the way to Jesus Christ the Son (Rom 8:11) and to the Father (Rom.
8:14-15). He is the person who bears witness to us that we are children of God (Rom. 8:16-17). He
"makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered" (Rom. 8:26-27).
The Holy Spirit also reveals to Christians the deep things of God (1 Cor. 2:10-12) and the mystery of
Christ (Eph. 3:3-5). The Holy Spirit acts with God and Christ as the pledge or guarantee by which
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believers are sealed for the day of salvation (2 Cor. 1:21-22), and by which they walk and live (Rom. 8:36) and abound in hope with power (Rom 15:13). Against the lust and enmity of the flesh Paul contrasts
the fruit of the Spirit: "Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol" (Gal. 5:22-23).
Since the Holy Spirit is the expressed power of the triune family, it is imperative that one not grieve the
Spirit, since no further appeal to the Father and the Son on the day of redemption is available (Eph
4:30). Jesus made this clear in His dispute with the religious authorities, who attributed His ministry to
Satan rather than the Spirit and committed the unforgiveable sin (Matt. 12:22-32; John 8:37-59).
In Paul's letters Christian liberty stems from the work of the Holy Spirit: "Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty" (2 Cor. 3:17). This is a process of "beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord," and
"being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor.
3:18). The personal work of the Holy Spirit is accordingly one with that of the Father and the Son, so Paul
can relate the grace, love, and communion of the triune family in a trinitarian benediction: "The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen"
(2 Cor. 13:14).
Among the other New Testament writings the Spirit's ministry is evident in the profound teaching of Heb
9:14, which shows the relationship of God, Christ, and the eternal Spirit. The Holy Spirit's work in the Old
Testament in preparation for the coming of Christ is explained in this and other passages in Hebrews
(3:7; 9:8; 10:15-17).
This leads us to consider the working of the Spirit in the Old Testament in light of His ministry in the New
Testament. The Spirit is the energy of God in creation (Gen 1:2; Job 26:13; Isa 32:15). God endows man
with personal life by breathing into his nostrils the breath of life (Gen 2:7). The Spirit strives with fallen
man (Gen 6:3), and comes upon certain judges and warriors with charismatic power (Joshua, Num.
27:18; Othniel, Judges 3:10; Gideon, Judges 6:34; Samson, Judges 13:25; 14:6). However, the Spirit
departs from Saul because of his disobedience (1 Sam. 16:14).
In the long span of Old Testament prophecy the Spirit plays a prominent role. David declared, "The Spirit
of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my tongue" (2 Sam. 23:2). Ezekiel claimed that "the Spirit
entered me when He spoke to me" (Ezek. 2:2). The Spirit also inspired holiness in the Old Testament
believer (Ps 143:10). It also promised to give a new heart to God's people: "I will put My Spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in My statutes" (Ezek .36:27).
This anticipates the crucial work of the Spirit in the ministry of the Messiah. The prophecy of Isa. 11:1-5
is a trinitarian preview of the working of the Father, the Spirit, and the Son, who is the branch of Jesse.
Looking forward to the ministry of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit inspired Isaiah to prophecy: "The Spirit of
the Lord shall rest upon Him" (Isa. 11:2). The Holy Spirit inspired Jesus with wisdom, understanding,
counsel, might, knowledge, fear of the Lord, righteousness, and faithfulness. Thus we come full cycle to
the New Testament where Jesus claims the fulfillment of this prophecy in Himself (Isa. 61:1-2; Luke 4:1819).
Isa. 42:1-9 summarized the redeeming work of the Father, Son, and Spirit in the salvation of the lost, as
God spoke through the prophet: "Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul
delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles" (Isa 42:1). No clearer
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reflection of the intimate interworking of the triune family and the Spirit's powerful role can be found in
the Old Testament than in this prophecy. It ties God's grace in Old and New together in remarkable
harmony.
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Appendix H – The Church
A local assembly of believers as well as the redeemed of all the ages who follow Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord.
In the four gospels of the New Testament, the term church is found only in Matt 16:18 and 18:17. This
scarcity of usage in those books that report on the life and ministry of Jesus is perhaps best explained by
the fact that the church as the body of Christ did not begin until the day of PENTECOST after the
ASCENSION of Jesus (Acts 1:1-4).
That the church began on the day of Pentecost may be demonstrated in various ways: (1) Christ Himself
declared the church to be yet future; (2) it was founded upon the death, resurrection, and ascension of
Christ, and such an accomplished fact was not possible until Pentecost (Gal 3:23-25); (3) there could be
no church until it was fully purchased with Christ's blood (Eph 1:20).
Nature: The Greek word for church is ekklesia. This word is used 115 times in the New Testament,
mostly in the Book of Acts and the writings of the apostle Paul and the general epistles. At least 92 times
this word refers to a local congregation. The other references are to the church general, or all believers
everywhere for all ages.
When the church general is implied, church refers to all who follow Christ, without respect to locality or
time. The most general reference to the church occurs in Eph. 1:22; 3:10-21; 5:23-32. Since the church
general refers to all believers of all ages, it will not be complete until after the judgment; and the
assembly of all the redeemed in one place will become a reality only after the return of Christ (Heb
12:23; Rev. 21:1-22:21).
Because the church general will not become a tangible reality until after Christ's return, the greatest
emphasis in the New Testament is placed upon the idea of the local church. The local church is the
visible operation of the church general in a given time and place
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Appendix I – Helping Others Follow Jesus
Just before leaving earth (ascending), Jesus gave His followers instructions on what to do until He
returns. These instructions are known as the “Great Commission” and are recorded in Matthew 28:1820, Mark 16:15-16, Luke 24:46-49, John 20:201-22; 17:18 and Acts 1:8.
Matt 28:18-20
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
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and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I
am with you always, to the very end of the age."
How do we make disciples? We tell them what Jesus did to fix our sin and separation problem, invite
them to follow Jesus, and then teach them how to follow Jesus.
Truth Alert: Telling others about Jesus is the greatest thing we will ever do with or in our lives because it
is the most important decision anyone will ever make. Sharing Jesus and making disciples is the greatest
privilege and calling for our lives; and nothing is more important or have greater impact on a person’s
life than following Jesus His way.
See “Personal Evangelism Training” in the “Jesus Journey” for addition information on how to help
people follow Jesus. The best way to share Jesus with others is to know the Gospel and tell others what
Jesus did for you. Tell your story.
Visit www.LMIQ.org and click the Gospel link and read the “Sharing the Gospel” resource. You will also
find the “Personal Evangelism Training” resources under this resource.
Appendix II – JOHN MARK:
An occasional associate of Peter and Paul, and the probable author of the second gospel. Mark's lasting
impact on the Christian church comes from his writing rather than his life. He was the first to develop
the literary form known as the "gospel" (see GOSPEL) and is rightly regarded as a creative literary artist.
John Mark appears in the New Testament only in association with more prominent personalities and
events. His mother, Mary, was an influential woman of Jerusalem who possessed a large house with
servants. The early church gathered in this house during Peter's imprisonment under Herod Agrippa I
(Acts 12:12). Barnabas and Saul (Paul) took John Mark with them when they returned from Jerusalem to
Antioch after their famine-relief visit (Acts 12:25). Shortly thereafter, Mark accompanied Paul and
Barnabas on their first missionary journey as far as Perga. He served in the capacity of "assistant" (Acts
13:5), which probably involved making arrangements for travel, food, and lodging; he may have done
some teaching, too.
At Perga John Mark gave up the journey for an undisclosed reason (Acts 13:13); this departure later
caused a rift between Paul and Barnabas when they chose their companions for the second missionary
journey (Acts 15:37-41). Paul was unwilling to take Mark again and chose Silas; they returned overland
to Asia Minor and Greece. Barnabas persisted in his choice of Mark, who was his cousin (Col 4:10), and
returned with him to his homeland of Cyprus (Acts 15:39, also Acts 4:36).
This break occurred about A.D. 49-50, and John Mark is not heard from again until a decade later. He is
first mentioned again, interestingly enough, by Paul-and in favorable terms. Paul asks the Colossians to
receive Mark with a welcome (Col. 4:10), no longer as an assistant but as one of his "fellow laborers"
(Philemon 1:24). And during his imprisonment in Rome, Paul tells Timothy to bring Mark with him to
Rome, "for he is useful to me for ministry" (2 Tim 4:11). One final reference to Mark comes also from
Peter in Rome; Peter affectionately refers to him as "my son" (1 Peter 5:13). Thus, in the later references
to Mark in the New Testament, he appears to be reconciled to Paul and laboring with the two great
apostles in Rome.
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Information about Mark's later life is dependent on early church tradition. Writing at an early date,
Papias (A.D. 60-130), whose report is followed by Clement of Alexandria ( A.D. 150-215), tells us that
Mark served as Peter's interpreter in Rome and wrote his gospel from Peter's remembrances. Of his
physical appearance we are only told, rather oddly, that Mark was "stumpy fingered." Writing at a later
date (about A.D. 325), the church historian Eusebius says that Mark was the first evangelist to Egypt, the
founder of the churches of Alexandria, and the first bishop of that city. So great were his converts, both
in number and sincerity of commitment, says Eusebius, that the great Jewish philosopher, Philo, was
amazed.
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Appendix J – Tribulation Era - 7 years (Antichrist in Israel) – Final preparation of Israel.
(Revelation 6-19)

In order to properly understand the end time events in the book of Revelation, we also need to
properly understand Daniel 9:24-27 and Mathew 24 which helps clarify the 7 year Tribulation
period.
Many sincere followers of Jesus hold different views on the Tribulation Period; here are 4 of
those views:


Pre-Tribulation Rapture – Followers who hold this view believe Jesus will take His
followers out of the world before the 7 years of tribulation begin.



Mid- Tribulation Rapture – Followers who hold this view believe Jesus will take His
followers out of the world at the 3 ½ year mark of the 7 years of tribulation era.



Pre-Wrath Rapture – Followers who hold this view believe Jesus will take His
followers out of the world prior to pouring out His wrath (Revelation 8-10) on the antichrist kingdom after the Anti-Christ sets himself up on the throne in the Temple in
Jerusalem and proclaims he is God. (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:34).



Post Tribulation Rapture – Followers who hold this view believe Jesus will take His
followers out of the world after the 7 years of tribulation.

The rapture is based on 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 and the words “caught up”
1 Thess. 4:13-17
13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the
rest of men, who have no hope. 14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe
that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord's
own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from
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heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the
Lord forever.
My words of encouragement is to study these important truths, but do not to get all caught up
(pun intended) with worries over the end-time events, but to live everyday to the Lord, be
prepared to meet the Lord, and to look forward to the Lords second coming with great
excitement and hope. A 5th tribulation view is known a Pan-Trib – which means it will all pan
out according to God’s plans. Trust God, He has everything under control.
See Appendix L for a End Times outline.
Appendix K - MILLENNIUM
The thousand-year period mentioned in connection with the description of Christ's coming to reign with
His saints over the earth (Rev 19:11-16; 20:1-9). Many Old Testament passages refer to the millennium
(Isa 11:4; Jer 3:17; Zech 14:9).
These and many other Old Testament passages are often taken to refer only to the thousand-year
period itself. However, it is often difficult in these passages to see a clear dividing line between the
earthly period of the millennium and the eternal state of new heavens and earth. Therefore, it is best to
let one's teaching about the millennium be drawn specifically from the words in Rev 20. The other great
promises to Israel, while they have a temporary fulfillment in the thousand years, still await the fulness
of the new heavens and new earth and the unhindered presence of Israel's king and the church's
husband-Jesus Christ our Lord.
During that thousand-year period, Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit so he will not deceive the
nations until his short period of release (Rev 20:3,7-8). The faithful martyrs who have died for the cause
of Christ will be resurrected before the millennium. They will rule with Christ and will be priests of God
and Christ (Rev 5:10; 20:4). The unbelieving dead will wait for the second resurrection (Rev 20:5). After
the thousand years, Satan will be released and will resume his work of deceit (Rev 20:7-8).
The most important aspect of the millennium is the reign of Christ. Peter taught that Christ now rules
from the right hand of God (Acts 2:33-36). That rule will last until His enemies are made His footstool (Ps
110:1). The apostle Paul also understood Christ to be presently reigning in a period designed to bring all
of God's enemies underfoot (1 Cor 15:25-27). Thus the impact of Christ's present rule over the earth
from God's right hand must not be seen as unrelated to His future reign during the millennium.
The millennium is viewed by interpreters in several different ways. One position holds that the
millennium only refers to Christ's spiritual rule today from heaven. This symbolic view is known as the
amillennial interpretation. Another position views Christ's spiritual rule as working through preaching
and teaching to bring gradual world improvement leading up to Christ's return. This is the postmillennial
view.
The position that holds to an actual thousand year period in the future is known as the premillennial
view. This interpretation does not diminish the power of Christ's present rule from heaven or limit that
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rule to the church only. That position sees the need for a thousand-year place in history for an earthly
fulfillment of Israel's promises of land and blessing. It stresses that the one thousand years in Rev 20 are
actual years and are not symbolic.
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Appendix L – End Time Outline. See New Testament Era 12-14.
Appendix M - Discovering the will of God
The will of God is that you would be saved – that you would follow Him His way.
2 Peter 3:9
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
God wants “everyone to come to repentance”, which means He wants us to turn from our sins, our self
reliance, and our worship of anything other than Him, and turn to Him as Savior and Lord. He is the
Creator and Ruler over all, and He gives everyone the opportunity to follow Him His way. He does not
force Himself on anyone, but honors everyone’s decision.
So once we trust and commit our lives to Jesus as Savior and Lord, how do we discover what He wants
us to do with our lives?
First we follow what is known as the “Great Commandment” which is to love God and love others.
Matt .22:36-39
36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and greatest
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
Once your focus is on loving God and others look at how God designed you. What are you passionate
about, what are you good at? Look at these things as guides in helping you as you seek God’s will and
purpose for your life.
We all have seasons in our lives (time periods that change as we progress through life), and God’s
direction and purpose can change according to the season of life we are in. What doesn’t change is
loving God and others.
Let’s clarify what loving God means. Jesus said the key to love is obedience. He said several times, that if
we love Him we will obey what He commands.
John 14:15
"If you love me, you will obey what I command.
1 John 5:3
This is love for God: to obey his commands…
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One of the best things we can do to love others is to tell them about Jesus and to invite them to trust
and commit their lives to Him as Savior and Lord. No matter what season of life we are in, we can and
should always tell others about Jesus.
Seasons of Life:
Childhood – (1-12 years of age) full dependence on others. The season where we grow to be who we
are going to be.
Young Adulthood – (Teen years) the desire to be free from being dependent on others. The season of
preparation. We are preparing to be who we want to be.
Adulthood – (20-50 years of age) The season of being who we are going to be. This is the time of life
where we set off to be who we prepared to be. We set off on a career, get married, and raise families.
Senior Adulthood – (50 + years of age) “The Golden Years” This is the season of life where we have
raised our families and had our careers. Most likely our children are grown and are in the adulthood
season, and we are becoming grandparents. This is the season when we begin to think how we can end
well and how can we impact others for the Kingdom and glory of God.
I like to think of these four seasons as a football game: 1st Quarter – Childhood, 2nd Quarter – Young
Adulthood, 3rd Quarter – Adulthood, and 4th Quarter – Senior Adulthood.
These seasons are not absolute and they can run into each other. Remember we are not promised a
certain amount of time for our journey, so make the most of every opportunity, treat each day as a gift
from God and prepare well.

Preparing Well
3 D’s for a Successful Life: Desire, Discipline, Drive
Desire – desire for God
Discipline – disciplined in knowing God
Drive – driving in following God
These 3 D’s are true in our relationship with God, and they are true in everything we do in life. If we do
not have a desire for something, are not disciplined in doing something well, and are not driven to keep
at it, we will never be successful. As a former coach I used these 3 D’s to help my athletes be successful
in their relationship with God, to be successful athletes and successful people. Think on this; and my
prayer is that you will be successful in all you do!
Matt 6:33
…seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
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Appendix N - Bible Translations
There is much to understand about the Bible: how it was put together and why we have so many
translations of the Bible. For simplicity, I will focus on the basics of Bible translations.
There are 2 classifications of Bible translations: Word for word, and thought for thought.Many of them
try to strike a balance between the two.

The translations that are word-for-word try to translate the Hebrew (Old Testament) and Greek (New
Testament) languages into English just as it is written in the manuscript being translated. This is
challenging as these original biblical languages do not always smoothly translate into English and can be
more difficult to read. Some of the common word-for-word translations are The American Standard
Version (ASV), King James Version (KJV), Amplified Bible (AMP), and English Standard Version (ESV), and
New King James Version (NKJV)
The translations that are a bit easier to read are the thought-for-thought versions which looked at what
the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts were communicating and translated them into English. Some of the
common thought-for-thought translations are the New International Version (NIV), The New Living
Translation (NLT), with The Message being at the extreme end of the thought-for-thought versions.
Word of warning: The New World Translation (Jehovah Witnesses) and the Book of Mormon
(Mormonism) are not good Bible translations. These are false Christian denominations and their “bibles”
spread unorthodox biblical doctrine (teaching).
Berean Moment: If something does not line up with orthodox (accepted) Christian teaching then ignore
what it’s saying.
See Appendix O – Why so many religions for additions information.
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Appendix O – Why so many religions?
The easiest way to understand this is by understanding what Jesus meant when he said that “He is the
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Him”
John 14:1-6
14:1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are
many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be
where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't
know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Jesus is clearly teaching that He is the only way to God, which means everything contrary or opposite of
this is false.
Another important element in understanding why there are so many religions is to understand that
Satan is God’s enemy and will do anything to keep people from coming to God through Jesus. The Bible
teaches that Satan is a liar, and that his goal is to devour, kill, steal and destroy.
John 8:42-44
42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am
here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because
you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out
your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
1 Peter 5:8
8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour .
John 10:10
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it
to the full.
Think of it this way: there are 360 degrees in a circle. One of those degrees is Jesus and the other 359
are all the religions. Satan does not care which of the 359 religions or worldviews you choose as long as
you don’t choose Jesus. The other 359 degrees lead to the same place; eternity separated from God in a
place known as Hell with Satan.
Satan is the author of religion and his goal is to keep people from God. Christianity is not a religion which
is a man-made Satan led list of rules to work your way to God, but is a relationship with the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus.
Eph. 2:8-9
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
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Christianity is about what God did to fix our sin and separation problem. All other religions are about
working your way to God. The Bible clearly teaches that we can’t earn or work our way to God because
God’s standard is perfection. Which means we all have a problem because no one is perfect except for
Jesus, which is what qualified Him to be our Savior.
Matt. 5:48
48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
James 2:10
10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.
Rom. 3:23-24
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
If we could earn our way to heaven, then where is the line? What would qualify as good enough and not
good enough? Also, and more importantly, if we could earn or work our way to God, then why did Jesus
have to come to earth to die on the cross?
The Bible is clear that we cannot earn or work our way to God, but that God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he
has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. (John 3:16-18)
Appendix P – THE FALL
The disobedience and sin of Adam and Eve that caused them to lose the state of innocence in which
they had been created. This event plunged them and all of mankind into a state of sin and corruption.
The account of the Fall is found in Gen. 3.
Adam and Eve were created by God in a state of sinless perfection so they could glorify God, reflecting
His righteousness on the earth, and enjoy fellowship and union with Him. Their calling was to exercise
dominion, or control, over God's creation through their own labors and those of their offspring in
faithful response to the word of God. As a specific test of this loyalty, God commanded them not to eat
of "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil" (Gen. 2:17). Adam and Eve were to demonstrate their
willingness to live "by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord" (Deut 8:3; Matt 4:4). God
warned them clearly that their disobedience would result in death.
The fall from their original state of innocence occurred when Satan approached Eve through the
serpent, who tempted her to eat of the forbidden fruit. Satan called into question the truthfulness of
what God had spoken about the tree and its significance. He urged Eve to discover, through trial and
error, whether it was in her best interest to do what God had forbidden. Eve's sin did not consist of
being tempted, but in believing and acting on Satan's lie. Her rejection of God's command occurred
when she ate of the forbidden fruit and persuaded her husband to do the same thing. The term Fall
should not be interpreted to suggest that their sin was accidental. The temptation was purposeful, and
their submission to it involved their willing consent.
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The immediate consequence of the Fall was death, symbolized by their loss of fellowship with God. For
the first time, Adam and Eve experienced fear in the presence of the Lord God; and they hid when He
approached (Gen 3:8-10). Because of their unbelief and rebellion, they were driven from the garden that
God had provided as their home. From that time on, man would experience pain and encounter
resistance as he worked at the task of earning his daily bread. Physical death, with the decay of the
body, is not a natural process. It entered the human experience as God's curse upon sin.
Adam and Eve did not sin simply as private persons, but as the representatives of all members of the
human race. Their sin is the sin of all; and all persons receive from them a corrupt nature. It is this
nature that stands behind all personal violations of the Lord's commandments. For this reason, the fall
of Adam is the fall of the human race. The apostle Paul thought of Christ as the second Adam who would
rebuild the old, sinful Adam through His plan of redemption and salvation. "As in Adam all die, even so
in Christ all shall be made alive" (1 Cor. 15:22).
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Appendix Q: Attributes of God
God
The creator and sustainer of the universe who has provided humankind with a revelation of Himself
through the natural world and through His Son, Jesus Christ.
The Bible does not seek to prove the existence of God; it simply affirms His existence by declaring, "In
the beginning God..." (Gen 1:1). God has revealed Himself through the physical universe (Ps 19:1; Rom
1:19-20). By observing the universe, one can find positive indications of God's existence. Creation
reveals the results of a universal mind that devised a master plan and executed it. It makes more sense
to accept the idea of God as Creator of the universe than to assume that our orderly universe came into
existence apart from a divine being.
The greatest revelation of God, however, comes through the Bible. Through the inspired written record,
both the existence of God and the nature of God are revealed in and through Jesus Christ. Jesus stated,
"He that has seen me, has seen the Father" (John 14:9).
Although the full revelation of God was in Jesus Christ, the human mind cannot fully understand God.
One reason for this is that Scripture does not record all the actions and teachings of Jesus (John 21:25).
Another reason is the limitation of the human mind. How can man's finite mind understand the infinity
of God? It is not possible.
Although we cannot fully understand God, we still can know Him. We know Him through a personal
relationship of faith and through a study of what the Bible teaches about His nature.
God may be described in terms of attributes. An attribute is an inherent characteristic of a person or
being. While we cannot describe God in a comprehensive way, we can learn about Him by examining His
attributes as revealed in the Bible. The first group is known as the natural attributes of God.
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God Is Spirit. Jesus taught that "God is Spirit" (John 4:24). God has no body, no physical or measurable
form. Thus, God is invisible. He became visible in human form in the person of Jesus Christ, but His
essence is invisible.
God Is Changeless. Progress and change may characterize some of His works, but God Himself remains
unchanged (Heb 1:12). He does not change; otherwise, He would not be perfect. Thus, what we know of
God can be known with certainty. He is not different from one time to another.
God Is All Powerful. God's power is unlimited. He can do anything that is not inconsistent with His
nature, character, and purpose (Gen 17:1; 18:14). The only limitations on God's power are imposed by
Himself (Gen 18:25). "Impossible" is not in God's vocabulary. God creates and sustains all things; yet He
never grows weary (Isa 40:27-31).
God Is All Knowing. God possesses all knowledge (Job 38:39; Rom 11:33-36). Because God is
everywhere at one and the same time, He knows everything simultaneously. That God has the power to
know the thoughts and motives of every heart is evident from many Scripture passages, notably Job
37:16; Ps 147:5, and Heb 3:13.
God Is Everywhere. God is not confined to any part of the universe but is present in all His power at
every point in space and every moment in time (Ps 139:7-12). Thus, God does not belong to any one
nation or generation. He is the God of all the earth (Gen 18:25).
God Is Eternal. Eternity refers to God's relation to time. Past, present, and future are known equally to
Him (2 Peter 3:8; Rev 1:8). Time is like a parade that man sees only a segment at a time. But God sees
time in its entirety.
The second group of attributes is called moral attributes. These refer to God's character, His essential
nature.
God Is Holy. The word holy comes from a root word that means "to separate." Thus, it refers to God as
separated from or exalted above other things (Isa 6:1-3). Holiness refers to God's moral excellence.
Being holy, God demands holiness in His own children. And what He demands, He supplies. Holiness is
God's gift that we receive by faith through His Son, Jesus Christ (Eph 4:24).
God Is Righteous. Righteousness as applied to God refers to His affirmation of what is right as opposed
to what is wrong. The righteousness of God refers to His moral laws laid down to guide the conduct of
humankind, as in the Ten Commandments. Righteousness also refers to God's administration of justice.
He brings punishment upon the disobedient (Gen 18:25; Deut 32:4; Rom 2:6-16). Finally, God's
righteousness is redemptive. In the Book of Romans the righteousness of God refers to God declaring
the believer to be in a state of righteousness as though he had never been unrighteous (Rom 1:16-17;
3:24-26). This is possible because of the sacrificial death of Jesus on our behalf.
God Is Love. Love is the essential, self-giving nature of God. God's love for man seeks to awaken a
responsive love of man for God. Divine love runs like a golden thread through the entire Bible. Nature is
eloquent with the skill, wisdom, and power of God. Only in the Bible, however, do we discover God
giving Himself and all He possesses to His creatures, in order to win their response and to possess them
for Himself.
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God loved and gave; He loved and sought-just as a shepherd seeks his sheep. God loved and suffered,
providing His love by giving His all on the cross for the redemption of humanity. God, in His love, wills
good for all His creatures (Gen 1:31; Ps 145:9; Mark 10:18).
God Is Truth. All truth, whether natural, physical, or religious, is grounded in God. Thus, any seemingly
inconsistent teaching between natural and physical sciences and God's revelation of Himself is more
apparent than real. Truth is magnified in an absolute way through God's revelation.
God Is Wisdom. God's wisdom is revealed in His doing the best thing, in the best way, at the best time
for the best purpose.
Some people have knowledge, but little wisdom, while the most wise at times have little knowledge. But
God is "the only wise God" (1 Tim 1:17). In creation, history, human lives, redemption, and Christ, His
divine wisdom is revealed. Man, lacking wisdom, can claim God's wisdom simply by asking (1 Kings 3:9;
James 1:5).
The believer's understanding of God continues to increase throughout his earthly pilgrimage. It will
finally be complete in eternity when he stands in the presence of God.
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
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